[image: image3.png]


                    THE SERVANT LINK

                                                            CHURCHES UNITED TO SERVE -  

                                                   COMMITTED TO MAKING A DIFFERENCE
                                    James River Baptist Association

                                 P. O. Box 1219, Dillwyn, VA  23936
                                               Mrs. Marilyn Snoddy – Moderator
    www.jamesriverbaptistassociation.com
                    Tel:  434-983-7385                                               Email:  jrba@embarqmail.com

                                                              Hours:  Monday & Wednesday                                       8:30 AM – 2:30 PM                                ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​    
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________________________________________________​​​​​​____________________________________
Volume XV                                                               March 2016                                                             Edition III
EVENTS DETAILS
March 1

Deadline Scholarship Applications for Virginia Baptist Foundation

Scholarships are available for high school juniors and seniors who are members of BGAV-affiliated churches (churches who give annually to BGAV).  These scholarships are not only for those going into ministry or ministry-related fields.  Applications were due by March 1.  Notices went out to churches in time for students to apply at www.bgav.org/financial-resources/scholarships.  Be sure to notify JRBA if any of our young people are awarded a Virginia Baptist Foundation Scholarship for next year.



Ladies Bible Study at Buckingham







10:00 AM



Current Study:  If You Want to Walk on Water, You’ve Got to Get Out of the Boat by John Ortberg

March 2

Adult Bible Study at Buckingham







  7:00 PM


Current 6-session Study:  One Cry:  A Nationwide Call for Spiritual Awakening 


Wednesday Evenings at Enon




Choir at 6:15 PM; Bible Study & Youth Group at 7:00 PM

March 5

All Day VBS Workshops at Lifeway Stores -  Lynchburg and Richmond



Chili Cookoff at Jones Chapel







  5:00 PM



A chili cook-off will be held in the fellowship hall with a movie afterwards.  Hoping to “sample” lots of good chili and dessert!
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JRBA Stop Hunger Now Benefit

CHRIST LEWIS IN CONCERT
Sunday, March 6, 2016 – 4:00 PM

Jones Chapel Baptist Church

(The Rock Church)

947 Trents Mill Road, Cumberland, VA  23040

Come out for some good music 

and help raise funds for the 
Stop Hunger Now Meal Packing planned for May 1!

Admission is Free, but a Love Offering will be taken 

for Stop Hunger Now.

Please bring a finger food to share during a time of fellowship after  the concert.  
Invite your friends and come out to support a great cause.  
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                             Week of Prayer for North American Missions

                                     Annie Armstrong Easter Offering

                                                  March 6 – 13, 2016

                               Theme:  Here I Am; Send Me  - Isaish 6:8

                                      2016 Offering Goal:  $70 Million
March 8

VBS Workshop at Family Christian in Charlottesville and Chesterfield Town Center


 7:30 PM



RSVP to the store if you plan to attend.
March 9

Senior Citizens Fellowship at Mulberry Grove






11:00 AM



Bluegrass/Gospel Music with Covered Dish Lunch

March 10

JRBA Tax & Compensation Seminar at First Baptist Dillwyn


                    9:00 AM - Noon


Led by Dr. Jeff Cranford.  Pastors, Church Treasurers, and Stewardship Chairs mark your calendars and plan to attend.


Register:  angela.house@bgav.org or call 800-255-2428.
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March 11
& 25
Blue Ridge Food Service Food Distribution at Crystal Cathedral, Dillwyn



Volunteers are needed at 9:30 AM.
March 11 – 12
Buckingham Men & Boys to East Coast Men’s Conference in Rocky Mt., NC

March 11 – 13
JOURNEY – Retreat for High School Students at Eagle Eyrie



Theme:  Outside Our Bubble (Acts1:8)


Register online at www.BGAV.org/Journey.  More info:  Charity Roberson, BGAV, 800-255-2428 or charity.roberson@bgav.org
March 12

Straight Street Annual Fundraising Banquet at First Baptist Dillwyn



  6:00 PM



Menu:  Lasagna, salad, rolls, dessert & beverages.  Followed by a musical program featuring local talent.



Tickets:  $20/each – Contact Kathy Ranson (434-983-2403) or Michelle Wright (434-983-1745).  

March 13

Daylight Savings Time Begins – Set your clocks ahead one hour!



Guest Evangelist at Gladstone Memorial






  9:45 AM



Evangelist Jeff Whorley will be speaking.  Everyone is invited to come out and experience the anointed Word of God.



Youth Led Worship Service at Tar Wallet






  10:30 AM



The youth of the church will be leading in worship.  All are welcome to attend.



Annie Armstrong Easter Offering at Enon

March 15

BGAV Executive Board Meets at VBRC, Richmond

March 16

JRBA Pastors’ Huddle at First Baptist Dillwyn






      Noon
March 19

Free Gospel Music Explosion at Crystal Cathedral, Main Street, Dillwyn


        3:00 – 5:00 PM



Come join in for an afternoon of praise, music and food.  A Free Will Offering will be accepted for Habitat for Humanity.  



All donations will support the Buckingham County Habitat for Humanity committee with their ongoing building project on 

Culberth Street in Dillwyn.
	                                                                                                                                                                        WILLOW BRANCH BLUEGRASS BAND

Sharon Baptist Church

March 19, 2016

Soup Supper – 6:00 PM and Concert – 7:00 PM

Willow Branch is a five-piece bluegrass band with outstanding instrumentation and vocal harmonies.  They feature family-friendly bluegrass music, original compositions, and high-spirited gospel music.  

No admission fee; donations are appreciated to support the Fellowship Hall Building Fund.
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March 20, 2016
1st Dayof Spring

Easter Egg Hunt at Jones Chapel – Noon


             Pizza Lunch and Easter Egg Hunt after worship for the children.

                                          Enon Church Bowling & Pizza Trip (after worship)
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March 21

Due date for Stop Hunger Now contributions!

We need to have the funds in early this year so that we can apply for BGAV World Hunger 
                assistance with our event.  The more we have in hand, the more likely we can receive additional funds.  

Checks should be made payable to James River Baptist Association with “Stop Hunger Now”
                on the memo line.  

March 24

MAUNDY THURSDAY



Service at Jones Chapel







  7:00 PM




Everyone is invited to participate in the service which will include observance of the Lord’s Supper.
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GOOD FRIDAY – March 25









Services at First Baptist Dillwyn 
7:00 PM




Service at Mulberry Grove

7:00 PM
March 26

5 Loaves & 2 Fish Food Ministry at Antioch, Scottsville




11:00 AM – 1:00 PM



Volunteers at 8:00 AM
Enon’s Bake Sale at Food Lion, Dillwyn





     8:00 AM - Noon


Homemade bread, cakes, and pies for sale – great for Easter dinner!



Proceeds to Relay for Life.  If you are interested in joining Enon’s Relay for Life team, call Linda Shumaker at 983-3578.
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March 26

Easter Egg Hunts











Mulberry Grove
11:00 AM – 1:00 PM




Enon


      NOON






Mission Easter Crafts, Egg Hunt, & Refreshments




Buckingham

    2:00 PM
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 EASTER SUNDAY – MARCH 27
First Baptist Dillwyn Sunrise Service at the Dillwyn Cemetery

6:30 AM

Easter Worship at the church at 11:00 AM.
OTHER SUNRISE SERVICES – 7:00 AM:



Buckingham (Followed by Breakfast)



Chestnut Grove (Followed by Breakfast provided by the Brotherhood.  All are welcome.)


Fork of Willis (Followed by Breakfast, Sunday School at 8:15 AM and Worship at 9:00 AM)



Goshen (Followed by Breakfast, Easter Egg Hunt, and regular services.)


Jones Chapel (Sunday School at 9:00 AM and Worship at 10:00 AM.)  



Mulberry Grove (Followed by Breakfast, No Sunday School, Worship at 11:00 AM)
The Cumberland Community Sunrise Service will be hosted this year by the Payne Memorial 

United Methodist Church.
Gladstone Memorial will have their Annual Easter Egg Hunt and refreshments on Easter Sunday.  
	                                                                                                                                                         March 28:  Information due by 9:00 AM for the April newsletter.


LOOKING AHEAD>>>

April 1
Deadline for Applications for BGAV Scholarships & Ministerial Education Funds – Information for High School Juniors and Seniors sent to Pastors.
April 8 – 10
Shine 2016 at Eagle Eyrie (For teenage girls and their leaders)*

April 22 – 23 or 23 – 24:  Mom & Me at Eagle Eyrie (For 1st – 6th Grade Girls & Moms)*

	*FROM YOUR MODERATOR:  Mt. Zion has girls go to Eagle Eyrie for the Mom & Me Weekend, as well as for the

Shine Weekend.  If there are girls and their moms, grandmas, or leaders who are unsure what the events are, where

it is, or who don’t want to go by themselves, or don’t have funds, please contact JRBA (434-983-7385) for information.

Arrangements can be worked out to include them!


April 11

JRBA Executive Board Meeting at First Baptist Church, Dillwyn




7:00 PM


Pastors & Church Representatives to the Board please plan to attend.
April 15
Deadline for Essay Contest – Center for Baptsit Heritage & Studies – Information for High School Juniors and Seniors sent to Pastors. 

April 16

Standing Rock Training at Virginia Baptist Resource Center, Richmond



Call 800-255-2428 if interested!

April 24 – 27
Revival at Buckingham 








7:00 PM



Guest Speaker:  Rev. Jerry Gray



Kickoff Song Service on Sunday, April 24, with the Oak Hill Boys during the morning worship service.  



Special music nightly.
April 29 – 30
Mission Matters at Hatcher Memorial Church, Richmond



2-day event about local and global mission opportunities that includes Disaster Relief training!



Learn more at www.BGAV.org/MissionMatters.   Registration is now open.

April 29

BGAV Mission Council Meets at Virginia Baptist Resource Center


10:00 AM – 5:00 PM


Rev. Doug Adams, Rev. Perry Clore, Rev. Jimmy Dunn, Chris Moss, Judy Ownby, and Gwynn Tyler representing JRBA.
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JRBA Stop Hunger Now Meal Packing Event at Maysville Baptist Multipurpose Center

                                                               

                                                                  May 1 – 3 :00 PM
Start now getting volunteers lined up to help with this event!  We will need some strong folks at 2:00 PM to 


 set up and folks to remain and help clean up after we finish packing the meals.  Let’s make this our BIGGEST

Meal Packing event ever!  Contributions need to be in to the JRBA office by Monday, March 21.

May 10

Virginia Baptist Historical Society Annual Meeting



Terry Towler, FBC, representing JRBA
May 15 – 20, 2016
JRBA Mission Trip to Bland Ministries


We now have our team of 15 adults to go to the Bland Ministry Center!  If you have been praying about going and feel 



God is leading you to join us, call Phyllis as soon as possible. (434-983-7385)  We will see if we can accommodate you!
Those already signed up:  Dana Powers-Hamner and Jason Ballowe(Cedar), Nancy Morris (Chestnut Grove), Thelma Childress, Henry & Dixie Wood, Bruce & Jill Falls, and Rev. Jimmy Dunn (First Baptist Dillwyn), Carol Ragland (Goshen), Dorothy Davis and Brenda McAllister (Mt. Zion), Gwynn & Phyllis Tyler (Mulberry Grove), and Audrey Ragland (Sharon).
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OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE AND OTHER INFORMATION>>>
· Items to donate for the JRBA Bland Mission Trip in May:
Peanut Butter

Plastic Shopping Bags

Campbell’s Soup Lables

Dental Floss

Copy Paper

Men’s Gently Used Jeans in LARGER SIZES (No other clothing is being collected this year.)

· Assistance to Appomattox tornado effort:

If you wish to volunteer, you must check in and be assigned a location.  Go to Evergreen Baptist Church, 472 White Pine Drive, Appomattox, VA, to get assigned to a work site.

Donations of clothing, water, or perishable food are no longer needed.

At this time, monetary donations are the best way to help our neighbors who have had tornado damage.  Our Virginia Baptist 
Disaster Relief Teams have been on the ground since Saturday, February 27, and have been designated for long-term 

recovery efforts.  If you want to make a donation to this effort, please make checks payable to Baptist General Association of Virginia and put “Disaster Response-Appomattox” on the memo line of the check.  Mail to Disaster Response, Virginia Baptist Resource Center, 2828 Emerywood Parkway, Richmond, VA 23294.
· Antioch Baptist, Scottsville, is raising funds to purchase and take bottled water to Flint, Michigan.

Their goal is 10,000 bottles.  They also hope to take a Reddi-Ice truck when they go in early March to provide ice to residents.  

Please send your monetary donation to Antioch Baptist Church, 4422 Antioch RD, Scottsville, VA  24590.  Please put “Flint Water 

Project” on the memo line of your check.

· Jones Chapel will be going on a Mission Trip to West Virginia in July to help with repairs in a school.  They also plan to give out school supplies to children in need in the community.
If you would like to donate school supplies for this effort, please bring them to the JRBA office by June 15 on Mondays or Wednesdays.  

You can also purchase a Jones Chapel Cookbook for $10 – Proceeds to the Mission Trip Fund.  Please contact Judy Ownby at jownby@verizon.net or 804-492-4529.  (Cookbooks will also be on sale at the JRBA Stop Hunger Now Benefit on March 6 – those proceeds will go to Stop Hunger Now.)

· Hope Aglow Prison Ministries needs gently used neckties and donations for shirt purchases.
They conduct a program in three prisons to encourage the men who are released to “go a little farther”. (Based on Matthew 26:39)

They give every man who attends and wants one a new white shirt and necktie to wear for job interviews.  If you want to donate good used neckties, please bring them to the JRBA office.  (A pickup is scheduled for March 9, but we will continue to accept them through the month of March.)   If you wish to make a monetary donation, send check to Hope Aglow Ministries, P. O. Box 10157, Lynchburg, VA  24506.

· Patrick Henry Boys and Girls Homes needs Part-Time Relief House Parents.
Details:  Married Couples needed for Friday-Sunday, one weekend a month.  

For more information contact 434-376-2006, Extention 306. 

· Safety Training for Faith-Based Organizations – May 11, 2016 – 8 AM to 4:30 PM 
Location:  Albemarle County Police Department, 1600 5th St., Charlottesville, VA
Places of worshipa are where we feel most safe, but in fact can be extremely vulnerable.  The Virginia Fusion Center is providing a presentation on how religious organizations can be welcoming and also safe at the same time.  Topics will include violence in places of worship, addressing potential threats, policy and planning for violence, safety in outreach, firearms in places of worship, and civilian response to active shooter events.  

This training is FREE for law enforcement officers, church security team members, pastors and concerned members of the faith-based community.  It is lecture based.  Dress is business casual.  Meals are not provided, but time will be made available for lunch.

Deadline &  Acceptance:  April 26, 2016

To register:  https://www.research.net/r/DZR7CQ3
Questions:  Special Agent Austin White, Virginia State Police, Desk Number:  804-674-2237, Email Austin.White@vsp.virginia.gov.
	                                                                                                                                                                                Antioch Baptist, Scottsville, is converting their chapel

and has 28 padded pews available to any church who might need them.
Some of the pews are 10 ft. long, and 16 of them are 10 ½ ft. long.  Call 434-286-6315 if interested.

Available FREE to any church who can use them!




	                                                                                                                                                                            First Baptist Church, Dillwyn, Virginia is seeking a Music Director.  

This is a permanent part-time position.  The Music Director is responsible for assisting the church in planning, conducting, and evaluating a comprehensive music ministry.  A detailed job description and list of responsibilities is available upon request.  Interested individuals should submit a resumé and statement of interest to Personnel Committee, First Baptist Church, P. O. Box 32, Dillwyn, VA  23936.  




Dear JRBA Friends, 
Thank you to all who have sent cards, brought food,  called, and most especially, prayed, for Gwynn’s mother during her recent decline and for the family upon her passing.  We are so blessed to have a large circle of prayer warriors.  May God bless you as you continue to reach out to those who are distressed.
Due to some time away from the office this week, the remaining articles/information you sent for the March newsletter will be out at a later time.  Thank you for your patience.  









Phyllis 










Phyllis Tyler, Secretary
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JRBA REACHES OUT>>>

LOTTIE MOON CHRISTMAS OFFERING FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS

	CHURCH
	RECEIVED-TO-DATE

	Antioch (Scottsville)
	$ 1,500.00

	Buckingham
	$ 2,140.00

	Cedar
	$   805.00

	Chestnut Grove
	$   570.00

	Enon
	$   117.00

	First Baptist Dillwyn
	$   550.00

	Fork of Willis
	$   250.00

	Goshen
	$ 1,948.00

	Jones Chapel
	$   235.00

	Mt. Tabor
	$   430.00

	Mt. Zion
	$ 1,515.00

	Mulberry Grove
	$    660.00

	Sharon
	$   320.00

	Tar Wallet
	$   980.00


JRBA Missions Committee

I. As our Stop Hunger Now packaging project draws near, let us all help make it a great experience of packaging 24,000 meals by:
A. Giving very generously to your church for Stop Hunger Now by Sunday, March 20, and having your treasurer turn in all Stop Hunger Now gifts to our associational office on Monday, March 21.
B. Attending our benefit concert for Stop Hunger Now at Jones Chapel on Sunday, March 6, at 4:00 PM.  Please bring finger food and friends.

C. Make plans to take part in our Stop Hunger Now Packaging project at Maysville Multi-Purpose Center on Sunday, May 1, at 3:00 PM.

II. Hispanic Ministry:  Rev. Michael Khol is continuing to lead a Bi-Lingual Bible Study on many Thursday nights at First Baptist Dillwyn at 7:00 PM.  We hope to have one or more additional activities for our Hispanic friends this spring.

III. Our JRBA Mission Trip to Bland Ministry Center will be held May 15 – 21, 2016.  We are pleased to already have 15 volunteers.  If you feel God is leading  you to take part, please call the JRBA office as soon as possible.

IV. Mission Volunteers:  We are very pleased that Gwynn Tyler took part in a mission trip to Honduras, a group from Antioch, Scottsville, went on a S.E.E.D. Mission Trip to India, and Lillian Johansen went to SE Asia.  It is exciting to know that some of our churches will be going on mission trips this coming summer.

V. Disaster Relief:  We feel a deep sense of despair over the damage from the tornado that devastated Appomattox, Waverly, Tappahannock, and other Virginia localities.  We can help with the recovery process in Appomattox by writing a check to Baptist General Association of Virginia.  Write “Disaster Response – Appomattox” on the memo line of the check.  Check with the BGAV office or the JRBA office for other ways you can assist.

Thank you for all your fine mission work for Jesus.





In Christ’s Love,





Jimmy 





Rev. Jimmy Dunn, Co-Chair 

Church Outreach

Antioch  has about 20 men who want to get Virginia Baptist Disaster Relief Training.  Rev. Vogt is working on scheduling a training at Antioch in the near future.  If you have folks who want to get certification or need to renew their certification, watch for details in the near future!

Antioch’s Recent Mission Trip to India

Antioch and the S.E.E.D. Ministry partnered with the Bridge Foundation, directed by Dr. Jason Hamilton, to start an agricultural mission in Odisha, India.  They teamed with Peniel Rescue Ministries, led by Pastor Joshua Kara.  Peniel Rescue Ministries has 45 churches in its network. All of them have been started by Pastor Joshua.  They also sponsor the Children of Faith Orphanage housed in Pastor Joshua’s house.  They reach out to Hindu children and parents through an elementary school called New Life Public School.

Pastor David Vogt, Daniel Wagner, and Anthony Clore went with Malcolm Warfield from February 3 – 16.  Malcolm stayed until February 22.  They held 11 meetings, fed over 1,800 people, saw 101 Hindus come to Christ (180 total from both trips), and conducted a pastors’ training for 40 of Peniel’s pastors.  This was an amazing mission!  They also planted over 8,000 seeds and bought the first 12 goats for the orphanage!  After the Antioch team left, Malcolm saw 15 more Hindus come to Christ.  The plan is to make Peniel Rescue Ministries completely self sufficient in two years.  YOUR HELP IS NEEDED!  DONATE A GOAT FOR GOD THROUGH THE S.E.E.D. MINSITRY.  Contact Malcolm Warfield for details.  Thank you for your prayer and support for this trip.  Please continue to support the S.E.E.D. Ministry.

First Baptist Dillwyn held its final Worship Broadcast on Big County 105.3 on February 28.  FBC and Big Country have been partners for over 15 years, first broadcasting in October 2000.  FBC thanks all who have tuned in, and for Big Country making that possible.  Big Country has now gone “dark” – but will not be forgotten.  FBC began a new partnership with WVHL 92.9 to continue bringing live local worship to the airwaves.  They look forward to a long tenure with WVHL and invite you to tune in when you are not able to attend worship.  FBC is partnering with several Buckingham County High School organizations to help our tornado-stricken neighbors in Appomattox.  

The Women on Mission of Cedar, along with the church family, are collecting different items each month for the Operation Christmas Child Shoe Box Ministry in hopes of packing more shoe boxes in 2016.  Toothbrushes and toothpaste were collected in February.

Chestnut Grove is collecting money for the Bland Ministry Center to help with summer construction projects.  They are also collecting for Stop Hunger Now.  

Goshen is currently collecting items and monetary donations for Hope Tree Family Services, Pure Water Pure Love, Stop Hunger Now, Grace Inside, and Bland  Ministries.  

Jones Chapel looked forward to hosting the Stop Hunger Now Benefit Concert on March 6.  They appreciate the opportunity to serve along with their fellow JRBA churches to help raise funds for Stop Hunger Now.  

Mt. Zion gave $100 to the Flint Water Project.  Their WMU also gave $100 to the Flint Water Project.  
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Mulberry Grove worked on several major projects in February.  Members continue to contribute food items for the weekly backpack ministry.  Donations are being accepted for Stop Hunger Now.  Many individuals contributed items for the tornado victims in Appomattox while others aided affected individuals and contributed to other organizations.  Several individuals worked on a ramp for Habitat for Humanity while others provided lunch. Gwynn Tyler was involved with a mission trip to Honduras.  The outreach ministry continues on a monthly basis.  Members are active with the bi-monthly food distribution at the Crystal Cathedral and the weekly bi-lingual Hispanic Bible study.  In March, Mulberry Grove will focus on the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering, Stop Hunger Now, medicines for Michael’s mission trip to El Salvador, collecting ties for Hope Aglow Prison Ministries, and collecting items for the Bland County Mission Trip. 

Sharon is continuing to collect funds to support Stop Hunger Now.  Rose of Sharon (WMU) supplied 16 backpacks for the school Backpack Ministry, and made 48 quarts fo soup, some delivered during visits to the sick and homebound, and some sold with proceeds directed to the Fellowship Hall Building Fund.  

IN LOVING MEMORY>>>

Cedar extends their sympathy to the family of Mrs. Blanche Banton Tyler who passed away on February 7.  Mrs. Tyler was a member of Cedar Baptist Church.  
MISSIONARY MOMENTS>>>

February 3, 2016
The Lord sustains him on his sickbed; in his illness you restore him to full health.



Psalm 41:3

Asbury and Hope would like to thank you for praying for the trip back to the States.  The presence of the Lord was sensed through the entire flight and with every connection.  The doctor’s appointment went well.  He told Hope to continue with her medication.  February 5, Hope has an appointment with a vascular doctor.*  Please continue to pray that the medication will be effective and dissolve the blood clot, and that it will not cause any complications.







Blessings,





Asbury & Hope Martin

*No further update has been received.

OTHER EVENTS>>>
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After a spaghetti dinner on February 13, four couples “appeared” on the Newlywed Game at Jones Chapel, with Lisa Parker asking questions of the couples.  Pastor Richard and Michelle Tuttle, Dennis and Christal Parker, Danny and Ruth McCollom, and Ryan and April Whaley answered questions with Ryan and April winning the game.  They received flowers and candy for answering the most questions correctly.  Attendance was good and everyone had a great time. 

On February 14, Buckingham Youth and Children hosted a Valentine’s dinner and movie.  Everyone enjoyed a dinner of spaghetti, salad, garlic bread, and dessert.  Following dinner  the powerful movie, War Room, was shown.  It was a wonderful time of fellowship for everyone in attendance.  

On Sunday, February 14, the Youth from Cedar, along with the members of the Youth Committee,  treated the church family to a delicious spaghetti dinner complete with all the trimmings.  These young people did a wonderful job of helping prepare the meal and serving.  Afterwards there was a time of fun and games which resulted in lots of laughter and fellowship.  Cedar thanks the devoted leaders of the Youth Committee that are always working with the youth in their church to keep them busy and involved in the church.  
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Mt. Zion’s Prayer Ministry Team hosted a Valentines’ Dinner and movie night on February 13, featuring the movie, War Room.  The Kitchen Committee prepared a wonderful meal of lasagna, salad, and desserts.  Drawings were held during the evening for giveaways such as prayer journals, candy, and mugs with a grand prize at the end of the evening being a Study Bible,  won by Jacob Cook.  At the conclusion of the movie, Carl Snoddy led a time of testimony and prayer and the evening was closed with everyone singing, Amazing Grace, My Chains are Gone.  The evening stirred the hearts and souls of those in attendance.  The Prayer Ministry Team prays that this evening will encourage everyone to become prayer warriors and lead all into a closer relationship with God.  

WORKING TOGETHER>>>

Jones Chapel held an outside clean-up day on February 20, in preparation for the Easter Sunrise Service and Stop Hunger Now Concert.   After several months of wind, snow and rain, there were plenty of sticks, brush, and leaves on the grounds.  Jones Chapel appreciates the members who helped with this work.  

On February 3, Rev. Michael  Khol met with the congregation at Cedar to encourage working together with the other churches in the JRBA and to discuss what we can do better as individual churches.   If your church has not yet invited Michael to come for this time of discussion, please contact him to set a date!  (434-808-2383)

JRBA LEARNS AND GROWS>>>

Goshen has fun night and refreshments once a month.  Children and adults enjoy this time.  Missions for the children is held every 2nd Sunday of the month.  

Pastor Richard Tuttle, Jones Chapel, is preaching a series of sermons leading up to Easter entitled, From Dusk to Dawn.  
Mt. Zion had an Ash Wednesday service, the start of Lent season.  Madison Shumaker, Jessica Oliver, and Emma Bickford sang, The Old Rugged Cross.  Sticks painted black to represent sin and tied into bundles to represent burdens, were put on the cross because of what Jesus did on the cross.  During this time of Lent the believer is led to a time of contemplation of their relationship to God, focusing on what distances them from His blessings and love.  Praying, fasting, and giving as scripture tells us, in secret.  Buckets were placed at the foot of the cross for sacrificial gifts to Stop Hunger Now, Spreading God’s Gifts, and the  Annie Armstrong Easter Offering.  On Sunday, a basket was added for gifts that will be taken to Shine by the youth and  for stuffed animals for “Teen Mom & Baby” for girls to take to Mom & Me.  Mt. Zion is praying that the season of Lent will be a time of spiritual growth for them as they remember what Christ did for all of us on the cross, and as they anticipate Easter, the resurrection, and life!  

JRBA Pastors’ Huddle

The Pastors’ Huddle was held on Wednesday, February 17, at noon at First Baptist Dillwyn.  Five ministers were in attendance:  Dr. Jeff Cranford, BGAV, Rev. Richard Tuttle, Jones Chapel, Rev. John Moxley, FBC, Rev. Jimmy Dunn, Chestnut Grove Interim, and Joe Stanley.  They shared their experiences of joy and pain in the ministry and personal lives.





Jimmy Dunn







6
[image: image13.png]



JRBA CELEBRATES>>>
Buckingham welcomed Isabella Heath into the church through her profession of faith and baptism.

Jones Chapel congratulates Brian and Rebekah Pope on the birth of Charles’ baby brother, Benjamin Robert, born on February 17.  
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Greetings to all!  Praise the Lord for the 2015 collection of 11,213,010 shoeboxes worldwide to grow His Kingdom!  The glory is HIS for a 7% increase in the number of evangelistic opportunities to share with children in 110 countries.  We celebrate God’s faithfulness and His desire to reach deepest darkest places around the world.  He allows us to engage and participate.  Let Him find us faithful in bringing the Glory to Him for all our efforts!

2015 Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Totals:

Greater Lynchburg Area 22,446

Mid-Atlantic Region 1,138,928 

USA 8,765,637 

Many local churches increased their numbers and several new churches partnered in the ministry.  WMU Mom and Me 2015 Conference at Eagle Eyrie supported Operation Christmas Child as their mission project and filled 451 shoeboxes!  Many other groups also promoted and supported OCC across their locations.  

Four overreaching initiatives for 2015 are as follows:

· Quality boxes –remember that a filled shoebox is presented as a gift; promote a “wow” item for each box and then fill in around that item; also encourage folks to pack for a 10-14 year old boy as this continues to be the least number of shoeboxes given; fill it with school supplies, socks, t-shirt, hot wheels cars, ball, basic hygiene items, stuffed animal, small hand tools; keep in mind that toothpaste and candy are no longer suggested items. 

· The Greatest Journey Integration – 3.5 million children will be enrolled in 2016; pray for Gospel moments for salvation decisions.  Children under the age of 15 are waiting to hear the Gospel.  Continue to pray as shoeboxes are distributed as Gospel opportunities.  Many will hear and respond to Jesus as their Savior.  What they learn about Him will go back to their families and their villages so that others may hear the Good News! (The opportunity to contribute to this aspect of the program appears on the OCC brochures.)

· Financial Contributions:  Emphasize the $7 shipping fee per box; we do need the shipping money to get the box where it needs to go.  God loves a cheerful giver:  ask folks who are not packing shoeboxes to help with shipping fees.  Packing parties that result in a large number of boxes need to have a plan to have shipping for all the boxes packed.   

· Shoebox gifts are Gospel opportunities!  What if every Gospel opportunity turns into a redeemed soul?  Think of the impact on God’s Kingdom that would be!  The 2016 goal is 9,500,000 shoeboxes – an 8% increase.  The worldwide goal is 12 million shoeboxes.  It is astonishing when you say out loud, “We start over at zero each year” and yet God finds us faithful to continue His work.  Our confidence is in the Lord to accomplish His goals.

Are you interested in serving as a year round volunteer?  Areas of service are prayer mobilization, media relations, community relations, church relations, student relations, and logistics (relay and collection centers).  You can find out more by viewing volunteer opportunities on line at www.samaritanspurse.com.  Click on OCC and then click on the Volunteers block on the lower left corner.  You can view roles and meet volunteers.

In Matthew 9:37-38, Jesus said to his disciples, “The harvest is abundant, but the workers are few.  Therefore, pray to the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest.”  

We can all pray!  The most important task you can do for OCC is to pray.  Lift up in prayer every day everyone from the shopper to the packer to the distribution center workers to the pastors and laymen on the ground to the teachers who are following up with The Greatest Journey and for the Holy Spirit to open hearts to hear the Word.  Pray!  

Promote OCC:  If you need a speaker or a presentation to promote OCC, I am open to be scheduled.  And continue to grow the project by asking friends and co-workers if their church participates.  Contact me if a church needs an introductory packet.  Thank you for all you have done and will continue to do for Operation Christmas Child.  



Linda Milton (The Shoebox Lady)



434-386-3253

JRBA SENT A TOTAL (REPORTED) OF 1,109 SHOEBOXES FROM 14 MEMBER CHURCHES IN 2015!
WMU UPDATE>>>

The JRBA WMU is sponsoring a new student through the Ruth Project for 2015-2016.  Victorita Gina Vasile is in the second grade at the Ruth School.  She is eleven years old and enjoys playing with her brother after school.  She is currently living with her parents and grandparents in a small home near the Ruth School.  Victorita’s favorite class activity is handwriting and she enjoys practicing writing her letters.  When she grows up, Victorita would like to work ina a beauty salon. 

STAFF UPDATES>>>

Rev. Woody Wood has resigned as pastor at Antioch Union to continue his work for the U. S. Navy.  May he and his wife be blessed as they move on to the next season in their ministry journey.

KEEP IN PRAYER>>>
· Those who are lost and need to know the Savior

· Churches without a pastor:  Arvon, Chestnut Grove,   Mt. Zion
· JRBA Pastors

· JRBA Hispanic Ministry (Bi-Lingual Bible Study & Prison Ministry)
· Those going on mission trips:

Rev. Michael Khol to El Salvador

· Jones Chapel planning summer mission trip
· Asbury and Hope Martin, IMB, Argentina, missionaries who have returned to the states.
· Victorita Gina Vasile, JRBA WMU Project Ruth adoptee

· Local family serving IMB

· All those in our congregations who are ill or have lost loved ones.

…the prayers of the righteous please Him.

Psalm 15:8b
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FROM OUR MODERATOR>>>

And this is love; that we walk in obedience to His commands.  As you have heard from the beginning, His command is to walk in love.





II John 6

John wrote this letter to “the chosen lady and her children”.  I believe he meant a church and its members.  In this letter John wrote how important it is for Christians to love one another.  He said to love means to obey God’s commandments, and God’s commandments tell us to live lives of love.  February is known as the love month, but may we reflect love every day, and obey:  “His command is to walk in love.”  

I would like to thank Rev. Michael Khol for going around to the churches on behalf of the Association.  If he hasn’t come to your church, I hope he is on the schedule.  A lady mentioned to me today what he said at Mt. Zion about helping our fellow churches, and joining with them.  We have girls each year that go to Eagle Eyrie for Mom & Me, and the Shine weekend.  Maybe there are girls, who along with  their mom or grandma, or leaders,  would like to go, but are unsure what it is, where it is, or who don’t want to go by themselves, or have no funds.  Please don’t let this stop you.  Pastors, if this is the case in your church and you have one or two who want to join in with another church, please contact the JRBA office or me and we will make arrangements.  These programs are important for our youth. 




In His Love,





Marilyn Snoddy
ASSOCIATION FINANCES
2015 - 2016

Regular Budget Receipts
	Church
	February
	Year-to-Date

	Antioch(Scottsville)
	
	$     300.00

	Antioch Union
	
	

	Arvon
	
	$ 1,362.00

	Buckingham
	
	$    556.73

	Cedar
	
	$ 2,000.00

	Chestnut Grove
	$    500.00
	$    500.00

	Enon
	
	

	First Baptist Dillwyn
	
	

	Fitzgerald Memorial
	
	

	Fork of Willis
	
	$   429.00

	Gladstone Memorial
	
	$   662.50

	Goshen
	$1,257.00
	$1,257.00

	Jones Chapel
	$    117.83
	$    568.94

	Mt. Tabor
	
	

	Mt. Zion
	
	

	Mulberry Grove
	
	$2,300.00

	Sharon
	
	$    782.00

	Tar Wallet
	
	

	Individuals
	
	$   100.00

	VBMB – Alma Hunt
	$    169.30
	$    169.30

	                       TOTAL
	$2,044.13
	$10,987.47


Approved Budget for 2014 – 2015:  $24,671.00

TREASURERS:  Please note that unless a specific ministry or project is designated on the memo line of the check or in an accompanying note, the contribution will appear in the regular budget receipts. 
ADDITIONAL MISSIONS FUND

No contribution in February.

Earlier individual contribution:  $100 (More Than Nets)

Earlier expenditures:  BGAV More Than Nets - $400

                                                   BGAV Carolina Flooding - $300

Expenditure for February:  Antioch Flint Water Project - $100

Balance:  $278.00
YOUTH ENCOUNTER

Carryover:  $400.00

No contributions or expenditures in February.

LOCAL MISSIONS PROJECTS FUND

Carryover:  $258.04

No Contributions in February

Earlier Contributions:  ½ Fall Meeting Plate Offering - $212.00

Individual - $100.00

February Expenditure:  BGAV Disaster Response- Appomattox $400.

Balance:  $170.04

BGAV SYRIAN REFUGEE CRISIS

½ Fall Meeting Plate Offering:  $212.00

October Expenditure $212.00
2016 Stop Hunger Now Event

	Church
	February
	Total-to-Date

	Antioch
	
	

	Antioch Union
	
	

	Arvon
	
	

	Buckingham
	
	

	Cedar
	$    435.11
	

	Chestnut Grove
	
	

	Enon
	
	$    300.00

	First Baptist Dillwyn
	$1,011.85
	$1,376.85*

	Fitzgerald Memorial
	
	

	Fork of Willis
	
	

	Gladstone Memorial
	
	$    462.00

	Goshen
	$    400.00
	$    425.00

	Jones Chapel
	$     50.00
	$    138.95

	Mt. Tabor
	
	

	Mt. Zion
	
	$   200.00

	Mulberry Grove
	
	

	Sharon 
	
	

	Tar Wallet
	$    200.00
	$    300.00

	Individuals
	
	$   100.00

	TOTAL
	$2,096.96
	$3,737.91


Total includes all funds given after the May 2015 event .
*FBC total to date reflects a correction of +$60 given in August.

Additionally, proceeds from the JRBA Benefit Concert on March 6 were $854.97 and an additional gift from Sharon of $293.97 (in March)  make a total on hand of  $4,886.85.

If we want to pack 24,000 meals on May 1, we will need a total of $6,989.00.  We are hopeful that the BGAV World Hunger fund will assist us again this year and we will be applying for that after our due date of March 21.  
JRBA Hispanic Ministry

	Church
	February
	Total-to-Date

	Carryover (2014-2015)
	$    850.82

	Buckingham
	
	$   200.00

	Enon
	
	$   100.00

	Mulberry Grove
	
	$   100.00

	            TOTAL
	
	$    400.00


Expenditures in February:

Mileage – Rev. Michael Khol:  $64.20; Balance on Hand:  $ 920.42
John E. Mann, Sr. Benevolence Fund

	Church
	February
	Total-to-Date

	Buckingham
	
	$   200.00

	Cedar
	
	$   300.00

	Enon
	
	$   186.52

	First Baptist Dillwyn
	
	$   500.00

	Goshen
	$    250.00
	$    250.00

	Mulberry Grove
	
	$   300.00

	Sharon
	
	$    200.00

	TOTAL
	$    250.00
	$1,936.52


February Disbursements:  $ 227.65

Balance on Hand:  $ 3,565.86
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