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                    THE SERVANT LINK

                                                            CHURCHES UNITED TO SERVE -  

                                                   COMMITTED TO MAKING A DIFFERENCE
                                    James River Baptist Association

                                 P. O. Box 1219, Dillwyn, VA  23936

                                               Mrs. Marilyn Snoddy – Moderator
    www.jamesriverbaptistassociation.com
                    Tel:  434-983-7385                                               Email:  jrba@embarqmail.com

                                                              Hours:  Monday & Wednesday                                       8:30 AM – 2:30 PM                                ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​    
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________________________________________________​​​​​​____________________________________

Volume XVI                                                                          February 2016                                                                               Edition I 
EVENTS DETAILS
February 1
Meet, Greet, & Eat at Fitzgerald Memorial 






6:00 PM



Bible Study and Prayer Meeting at Goshen






7:00 PM



January 1, 15 & 22

	                                                                                                                                                                     JRBA BLAND MISSION TRIP INFORMATIONAL MEETING

Sunday, February 5, 2017

Buckingham Baptist – 2:30 PM

Dee Dee Hoosier, Director of the Bland Ministry Center, will be here to discuss how our team 

can help this year.  The trip is planned for May 21 – 27.  All who have been to Bland in the past and 

those who are interested in going this year are encouraged to attend this meeting.  If you have not been 

on a mission trip before, this may be the one for you! It is inexpensive to participate and close by.  

Pray about it and come out to learn more.

Light refreshments will be served.  




February 8
Senior Citizens Fellowship at Mulberry Grove





              11:00 AM



Bluegrass/Gospel Music.  Covered Dish Fellowship Lunch



WMU & Brotherhood at Goshen







7:00 PM

February 9
J.O.Y. (Just Older Youth) Meeting at Antioch 
The J.O.Y. group will be making Valentines to take to the Veterans’ Hospital.  
February 10 & 24
Blue Ridge Food Services Food Distribution at Crystal Cathedral, Dillwyn



Volunteers needed at 9:30 AM.

February 11
VALENTINE’S DINNERS:
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Antioch Union (at Antioch Facility Fellowship Hall) 




 6:00 PM

 
       Tickets are $10/person.  Children under 5 eat free.  All are welcome!

         Spaghetti Dinner at Jones Chapel





          5:00 PM


   Dinner and Movie at Mt. Zion



Dinner at 5:00 PM.  Movie at 6:30 PM
February 12
Valentine Luncheon at Enon  following the Worship Service




    Noon



Youth Group at Goshen 








5:00 PM



Annual Holy Couples at First Baptist Dillwyn






6:00 PM

Includes a spaghetti dinner (baked spaghetti, tossed salad, bread, dessert, tea, water, and coffee) followed by the Holy 

Couples “Game Show”.  This event is a fundraiser so a ticket must be purchased to attend.  The cost is $10/adult and 

$8/children under 12.  All proceeds will support the Youth Group’s Summer Mission Trip in June.  If you would like to 

purchase a ticket,  please contact Jennifer Taylor at 434-983-2599.  
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                                                                             February 14

A new commandment I give you:  Love one another.  As I have loved you, so you must 

love one another.  By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one 

another.







John 13:34-35

	                                                                                                                                                                     JRBA Seminar for Pastors & Church Leaders

GuideStone Retirement & Insurance Plans

First Baptist Dillwyn – Noon

Lunch provided by Ladies of Mt. Zion

Please email, call, or text Rev. Michael Khol with the number attending from your church by February 8.

Email:  mjkhol@gmail.com     Phone or Text:  434-808-2383




February 16 – 17
Foundations for Christian Coaching Class at Virginia Baptist Resource Center


10:00 AM



Sponsored by Virginia Baptists for Pastors.  Basic coaching skills can transform your ministry.  The class will be held



on Thursday and Friday, beginning at 10:00 AM.  For more information, call Ken Kessler at 1-800-255-2428, Ext. 5295. 

February 18
Family Christian Bookstore VBS Workshop at Chesterfield Towne Center



 8:30 AM



VBS Directors & Workers who are interested should call the store at 804-794-8716 for details and to preregister.



VBS kits will be available for preview.  This workshop will be held again on March 14, at 7:00 PM.  
Febraury 25
5 Loaves & 2 Fish Ministry Meal at Antioch (Scottsville)




11:00 AM – 1:00 PM



Volunteers needed at 8:00 AM.



Benefit Dinner for Carey Davis at First Baptist Dillwyn





 5:00 PM


After the meal, a music program will be held featuring a number of groups and individuals.  Everyone is invited



to come out and enjoy a good meal and good music as well as help a good friend who is undergoing cancer treatment.  

February 26
Gladstone Memorial’s Pastor, Dr. James Fetty, will be speaking at Springhill Baptist Church 

 2:00 PM



Rev. Ceasar Johnson is the Pastor at Springhill.  This will be a special event. 



Baby Shower for Anna Scott at Enon







 2:00 PM

	Tax & Compensation Seminar

Sponsored by Virginia Baptists

Monday, February 27, 2017 

First Baptist Dillwyn

9:30 AM – Noon

For Pastors, Treasurers, and Financial Secretaries

Dr. Jeff Cranford will be facilitating.  




LOOKING AHEAD>>>

March 10
Deadline for Religious Liberty Essay Scholarship Contest 

Sponsored by the Religious Liberty Council of the Baptist Joint Committee.  The contest engages high school students in church-state issues by directing them to express a point of view on a specific religious liberty topic.  Essays are judged on the depth of their content, the mastery of the topic, and the skill wih which they are written.  The grand prize is $2,000 and a trip for two to Washington, D.C.  Second prize is $1,000, and third prize is $500. Go to www.bjconline.org/wp-contest/uploads/2016/10/2017-RL-Essay-Contest-Entry-Form-FINAL.pdf  to download the entry form and complete topic and rules for this year’s contest.  Entry must be postmarked no later than March 10, 2017.  You can also download a flyer to promote the contest in your school or church.  

March 10 – 12
Journey:  A Retreat for High School Students at Eagle Eyre

A weekend experience for high school students to help them leave the mountain with a fresh and relevant passion for their own relationship with Jesus Christ as well as a deep love for all people.  For additional information, contact Scott Quirin, by email at scott.quirin@bgav.org or by phone at 540-520-9732.  

March 12

Free Youth Event at Fluvanna County High School




6:00 – 8:00 PM



New Standard – Raising the Bar/Refusing to Conform

Silver Ring Thing is a radical resonse to culture’s casual view of love and relationships.  The two hour performance incorporates high energy music, videos, skits, special effects, and comedy geared to teenagers.  It is presented by a team of peer-level students serving as role models and examples of the power and freedom in living out this calling of purity.  It includes powerful speaking and personal testimonies, as well as proclaiming the grace-filled message of the Gospel, going way beyond a call to abstinence to full life in Jesus Christ!  A parent’s session is also held to educate parents about what is happening in today’s youth culture and how they can encourage and support their child’s commitment to wait. For questions about the event or to receive promotional posters, contact Deb Ott at 412-424-2419 or at deb@silverringthing.com.  
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March 18

Straight Street Annual Fundraising Banquet at First Baptist Dillwyn


6:00 PM



Menu:  Ham steak, salad, green beans, apples, rolls, and dessert.  There will be a program to follow the dinner beginning at 



7:00 PM.  The cost of tickets will be $20.  For ticket information contact Kathy at 547-2949.

March 30

Facing the Darkness movie in Charlottesville





7:00 PM





A Samaritan’s Purse film about the Ebola pandemic in West Africa, 2014, and how they provided comfort, compassion, and care to 



the sick and the suffering…all in the name of Jesus Christ!  Go to www.facingdarknessmovie.com for more information.  
It is scheduled to show at the Regal Stonefield Stadium 14 & IMAX in Charlottesville at 7:00 PM.  The theater is located at 1954 Swanson Dr, Charlottesville, 22901.  Phone:  844-462-7342.

April 10

JRBA Quarterly Executive Board Meeting at First Baptist Dillwyn



7:00 PM

April 16

Communiy Easeter Sunrise Service at Tar Wallet  (Details to be announced later.)

April 28 – 29
Mission Matters at West Lynchburg Baptist, Lynchburg

Sharing unique ways people of faith are joining where God is at work in your region.  Conversation, training and resources that will encourage improved connections and renewed approaches to local and global missions.  Training in Disaster Response, Partnership Missions, and Community Missions with keynote speakers and elective breakout sessions.  Register at www.BGAV.org/MissionMatters  .

May 7

JRBA Stop Hunger Now Meal Packing Event at Maysville Baptist Multi-Purpose Center
3:00 PM



Mark your calendars now for this yearly event.  Funds need to be in by mid-April.  

May 11

JRBA Semi-Annual Spring Meeting at Buckingham Baptist

May 12 – 14
Spring Volunteer Event at CrossRoads Camp and Conference Center



Sponsored by CrossRoads.  No charge.  Meals and lodging provided.  If interested in participating, contact 



Rev. Jimmy Dunn at 434-969-6170.
JRBA REACHES OUT>>>

                                                                                                              OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOXES
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	Church
	# boxes

	Antioch (Scottsville)
	87

	Antioch Union
	114

	Buckingham
	90

	Cedar
	109

	Chestnut Grove
	34

	Enon
	30

	First Baptist Dillwyn
	144

	Fitzgerald Memorial 
	95

	Goshen
	53

	Jones Chapel
	106

	Mt. Zion
	224

	Mulberry Grove
	64

	Sharon
	71

	Tar Wallet
	339


                                                        TOTAL SHOEBOXES FROM JRBA CHURCHES:  1,560
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LOTTIE MOON CHRISTMAS OFFERING

	Church
	Amount to Date

	Antioch (Scottsville)
	$2,890.00

	Buckingham
	$1,500.00

	Cedar
	$1,040.00

	Chestnut Grove
	$   605.00

	Fork of Willis
	$   315.00

	Goshen
	$1,469.00

	Jones Chapel
	$   257.00

	Mt. Zion
	$1,591.00

	Sharon
	$    355.00

	Tar Wallet
	$1,000.00+
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Missions Committee
I. Hispanic Ministry – Sincere thanks to Buckingham Baptist Church for hosting our Christmas Fiesta on Sunday, December 11, in a fine way.  There were 34 in attendance, 15 of which were Hispanic.  Everyone was blessed by the games, music,  and a meal of tacos and various dishes provided by those who attended.   After the meal, Rev. Michael Khol gave a message about the birth of Christ.  The evening ended with door prizes and a piñata for the children.  It was a great night of fellowship and fun.  Let us continue to reach out to our Hispanic friends in Christian love and let us work with Michael as he leads us in this fine work.  

II. Our next Stop Hunger Now packaging project will take place in about 3 months.  It will be held at the Maysville Baptist Multi-Purpose Center on Sunday, May 7.  It is urgent for each of us to set aside money each day or each week for Stop Hunger Now so that we can turn in a large amount for this worthy mission very soon.  As each of our 18 churches turn in a generous Stop Hunger Now offering to our association by the middle of April, we will have funds available to purchase more supplies to package Stop Hunger Now meals than ever before.

III. Mission Trips – We are pleased that members of our churches continue to serve our Lord through going on mission trips throughout the world.

A. Malcolm Warfield and Rev. Dave Vogt went on a mission trip to India in January.  They preached in revival services and helped the natives plant gardens.

B. Malcolm Warfield is serving the people of Uganda on a mission trip during February.  He is helping them plant gardens and also proclaiming the Gospel.

C. Rev. Michael Khol will be serving our Lord on a mission trip to El Salvador during March.

D. Many others from our churches will be serving our Lord on mission trips during the coming months.

IV. Bland Missions – The three mission  trips of members of our association to the Bland Ministry Center have blessed us and we pray we have been a blessing to the people in Bland.  As we make plans for future mission trips to Bland, Mrs. Dee Dee Hoosier, Director of the Bland Ministry Center, will make a presentation to our association on Sunday, February 5, at 2:30 PM at Buckingham Baptist Church.  Everyone is invited to attend so you can learn more about the fine work being done at the Bland Center and decide whether or not this is a mission in which  you can become involved.

V. Blue Ridge Food Distribution will take place at the Crystal Cathedral in Dillwyn on Friday, February 10, and Friday, February 24, beginnning at 9:30 AM.  Your help will be greatly appreciated.

Thanks for all of your involvement in the mission work of our association and our individual churches.
In Christ’s Love,









Jimmy Dunn









Rev. Jimmy Dunn, Co-Chair

CHURCH OUTREACH

Antioch (Scottsville) is sponsoring the Potomac Youh Conference at the Fluvanna County High School on March 17 – 18.  Antioch is paying all costs so it is free to teenagers of the county.  Members are collecting loose change in baby bottles to give to the Pregnancy Center in Charlottesville.  Antioch did this project two years ago, and it was very successful.  It also gets the children involved in a mission effort!  In December, the 5 Loaves & 2 Fish ministry meal prepared and served 224 meals and distributed 89 food boxes.  

Cedar’s church family visited Heritage Hall Nusing Home on Monday, December 5, delivering fleece throws to each resident and singing Christmas carols with them.  

Fork of Willis prepared food for four families for Christmas and did the Warming Tree again.  They collected over 40 items (socks, gloves, scarves, and hats).  

Mt. Zion WMU sent a gift to an IMB family serving abroad so they can go out as a family.  They also sent $1,000 to the Box of Hope Ministry.  This ministry is collecting hygiene and school supplies as well as a special gift for children in the Appalachian Mountains.  The boxes will be handed out in schools.  Some Hope Boxes will be given to little children who lost everything in the flood.  Many of them had very little before the flood.  Mt. Zion WMU is sharing the Love ♥ of Jesus through Boxes of Hope!

The Mulberry Grove family was involved in several projects during the months of December and January.  Individuals donated to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering.  Several persons attended the Hispanic Fiesta at Buckingham Baptist.  Poinsettias were delivered to shut-ins and several patients at Heritage Hall.  January was collection month for “Shoes for the Homeless” in Charlottesvillle.  Several members worked at the Habitat for Humanity site in Dillwyn.   Others volunteereed at the bi-monthly food distribution at the Crystal Cathedral.  Small individual toiletries were delivered to the Madeline’s  House office in Blackstone.  The outreach ministry continues on a regular basis.  

Members of Sharon made contributions to special Chritmas efforts:   The Christ in Christmas Chain, Chaplains Service, and Lottie Moon Christmas Offering.  They contributed gift items for residents of Heritage Hall and winter coats, scarves, hats, and gloves to Hats for the Homeless in Charlottesville.  Members of the Rose of Sharon WMU visited with residents at The Woodlands, and distributed 125 gifts.  The visits were thoroughly enjoyed by both residents and visitors alike!  The congregation of Sharon was excited to learn that some of their Operation Christmas Child boxes were being distributed to children in Ecuador.  Rose of Sharon continues to provide meals and visits to those who are sick or homebound.  Current collection efforts are focused on food items for the school backpack ministry, and growing the special offering for Stop Hunger Now.

The WMU of Tar Wallet donated to the Area 12 Polar Plunge.  
OTHER NEWS>>>

Antioch (Scottsville) has outgrown their old sanctuary and it is being remodeled into a Children’s and Youth Area.  Deacon Kevin Hellms and his son, Josh, are doing the carpentry work.  
Cedar’s Youth Leaders took a group of youth and adults snow tubing at Wintergreen on Sunday, January 15.  A safe and fun time was had by all.  
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A chili cook-off was held at Jones Chapel on January 21, with many pots of mild  to hot chili and a few other main dishes.  Many desserts were prepared and after the meal, the adults watched a movie in the fellowship hall while the children watched another movie in a classroom.  There were almost 40 people in attendance.  

Mulberry Grove celebrated Christmas with a children’s program, He Died for Me, on December 18.  It was a wonderful time of entertainment and worship followed by a fellowship meal.  The annual Candlelight Service was held on December 24, setting the tone for the celebration of Jesus’ birthday.

[image: image9.jpg]LMCO

LOTTIE
MOON
CHRISTMAS
OFFERING®
2016




Christmas Program at Fitzgerald Memorial

                        December 21
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                                    Breakfast with Santa

                                    Fitzgerald Memorial

                                         December 18
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Fitzgerald Memorial’s Float for the Cumberland Christmas Parade

December 11, 2016

                                                         5
JRBA LEARNS AND GROWS>>>

Rev. Dave Vogt, Antioch (Scottsville), returned from India on January 24.  Anthony Clore filled the pulpit for him while he was gone.

A group of 40+ from Cedar traveled to Goochland to experience the Bethlehem Walk.  What a wonderful job by all involved in this outside drama where guests were exposed to first century Bethlehem.  

JRBA Pastors’ Huddle

It was nice for our pastors to be able to meet again after the holiday break on January 18.  We had 8 pastors, representing 5 JRBA churches.  It is a blessing to see how these mean care about their churches and each other.  In February, we are having the meeting with Dr. Jeff Cranford in lieu of the Pastors Huddle.  Pastors, I specifically urge you to consider attending the seminar as it is focusing on retirement and insurance.  I am sure it will be very enjoyable and informative. 










Rev. Michael Khol
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JRBA CELEBRATES>>>

Cedar welcomes their  newest member, Randy Waycaster, who joined  by tranfer of letter.

On Sunday, January 8, the Cedar family surprised Pastor Tommy and Margaret Armstrong with a dinner in their honor thanking them for their 20 years of service to the church.  Pastor Tommy delivered his first message as pastor on January 5, 1997, and since then he and Margaret have truly blessed the church family with many years of love and dedication.  The congregation is praying for “at least” 20 more years of the same!  JRBA extends congratulations and appreciation to Tommy and Margaret for their contribution to our association as well.

Billy and Gloria Morris celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on Saturday, January 21, at Chesntut Grove.  About 90 family and friends gathered to wish them well!  Congratulations, Billy and Gloria!

First Baptist Dillwyn honored Pastor John Moxley for his 5 years of faithful service with the church on Sunday, January 22.  At the 11:00 AM Worship Service, Pastor John preached a sermon in which he thanked the congregation for blessing him and his family in a fine way during the past 5 years.  He also challenged FBC to realize that God has much very important service for them to render to the Kingdom during the years ahead.  Following the worship service, the members and guests present shared a delicious meal together.  After the meal, two fellow ministers of FBC shared words of tribute to John and three ministers of the area also shared words of thanks to John for his friendship and ministry.   A beautiful wooden plaque stating, “Thanks to Pastor John Moxley for 5 years of Service to FBC of Dillwyn”, was presented to Rev. Moxley.  Many cards and letters of thanks were also presented to Pastor John and his family.   

On December 11, Jones Chapel participated in the Cumberland County Christmas Parade and won second prize!  This was the first year Jones Chapel had an entry and they look forward to participating again in the next parade.  Members and children intereacted with those along the parade route  as they handed out candy with Bible verses and church information,.  

Tar Wallet extends congratulations to Amber Bruce, a sophomore at Fuqua School, who made the Academic Honors List for the first semester of the 2016-2017 school year.  

OPPORTUNITIES TO MINISTER>>>

Hope for Appalachia

Hope for Appalachia is currently collecting “Hope Boxes” and supplies for its 2017 mission.  From April 10 – 14, participatnts will meet with children in elementary schools, share the Gospel, take prayer requests and distribute the boxes.  The group hopes to present a “Hope Box” and share the love and hope of Jesus with at least 20,000 children at over 60 public schools in 2017.    The deadline for completing boxes is March 14, 2017.  For additional information, go the the Hope for Appalachia website:  https://hopeforappalachia.com or call Rev. Mike Dodson, Pastor of New Salem Baptist Church , Culpeper, VA, at 540-825-6614 or email him at mdodson48@yahoo.com.  

Area Church Burned

The Morning Star Baptist Church, 497 Morning Star Road, Appomattox, VA, burned on Saturday, January 14, 2017.  They lost everything in the fire that occurred early in the morning.  They plan to rebuild on the site.  The JRBA Executive Board voted to send them $100 from our Benevolence Fund.  If  you or your church would also like to donate, make the check payable to Morning Star Baptist Church and put “Rebuilding Fund” on the memo line.  Mail to Morning Star Baptist Church, P. O. Box 433, Appomattox, VA  24522.  

Habitat for Humanity

The Farmville Area Habitat for Humanity has sent out info on two builds to be completed in Buckingham during 2017, as well as one in Prince Edward, one in Cumberland, and one in Charlotte.  They are seeking funds for these  home builds for deserving families.  Donations can be made securely online at www.farmvillehabitat.org.  You may choose to donate to the build of your choice.  You can also mail a check to Farmville Area Habitat for Humanity at 

P. O. Box 816, Farmville, VA 23901.  Put your designation on the memo line of your check.  There will be opportunities available to assist at these build sites as well.  Pray about how you can help make homes a reality for these families in 2017.
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IN APPRECIATION>>>

The Lord is God, and he has made his light shine upon us.

Psalm 118:27 (NIV)

Dear Fellow Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Greetings in the Joy of Jesus.  It is with hearts of gratitude that we, the Morning Star Church Family, find it only befitting to say, “Thank You from every heart of the Morning Star Church Family.”  The love you have shown us truly is a demonstration of what God was speaking in Galations 5:13:  For you were called to freedom, brothers.  Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love, serve one another. Your love became a word of action because you chose to bless us.

Continue to keep us lifted in your prayers as we trust God for all things through this season we have been placed in.   1 Thessalonians 5:18 states, Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.  We, the Morning Star Church Family, will continue to give God all the glory.

Our brothers and sisters, again, Thank You and we love each of you collectively and individually.








Morning Star Church Family








Pastor Tony Cousins








Sis Doretha Chambers-Treasurer

BGAV Disaster Response

December 12, 2016

Hi Friends of James River Baptist Association,

This year has been one for the record books!  Virginia Baptist Distaster Response teams have served 14 communities across 6 states, contributing aid valued at more than $229,875.30 to communities affected by tornadoes, floods, or hurricanes.  
The generosity of our churches and our people has been outstanding!  To see the support come flowing in, and knowing how much our help means to an affected homeowner, is a great remider of the strength of the BGAV.  You have been a significant part of this year, and for that, we are grateful.

…We hope you will continue to join us on this journey as we seek to provide high-quality service to disaster-affected communities.








Rev. Aaron S. Lee








Disaster response Coordinator

2016 BGAV DISASTER RESPONSE UPDATE:


218 VOLUNTEERS REPRESENTING 77 CHURCHES  - 9,195 HOURS SERVED


1,000+ SHOWERS PROVIDED, 250+ LOADS OF LAUNDRY 

· For 5 weeks, 122 volunteers served homeowners in the cleanup from the June floods in West Virginia.  Two BGAV shower units and a laundry unit provided showers and laundry services for more than 400 volunteers from Virginia, West Virginia, and as far away as Texas and Missouri.  Dozens of BGAV volunteers supported WV residents in the rebuilding journey through November.

· When 8 tornadoes touched down in 12 counties across Virginia, the Virginia Baptist Disaster Response volunteers and local BGAV pastors sprang into action.  In Appomattox, pastors Adam Tyler and Scott Curtis helped the town’s churches organize their response.  In Essex County, pastor Roy Foster worked alongside a BGAV chain saw team requested by the county through the Virginia Department of Emergency Management.  After a week of removing tree debris and tarping roofs, the relief effort shifted to long-term rebuilding.  The BGAV is supporting Kristen Curtis’s service as Volunteer Coordinator with the Appomattox County Long-Term Recovery Group and has made contributions to the efforts in both communities and volunteers continue to serve in both counties. 

· Hurricane Response:  Feeding and recovery volunteers assisted residents in Rocky Mount, Tarboro, and Wallace, NC, following Hurricane Matthew.  For 2 weeks, our largest kitchens prepared 40,681 meals in Rocky Mount and Wallace, while recovery teams began cleaning debris and spraying for mold in Rocky Mount.  Chain saw teams responded to Conway, SC, and the BGAV provided assessment and logistical support to volunteers teams in Virginia.  The cleanup effort in Rocky Mount and Tarboro came to a close on December 10.  Teams coordinated by BGAV leaders gutted, cleaned, and fogged home for nine weeks!  

· BGAV churches collected more than 200 flood buckets and donations to pack an additional 100 buckets.  These buckets help our teams connect with families who will clean their home on their own.  

FOR YOUR INFORMATION>>>

· Cedar is looking for the accompaniment tapes for two older Easter cantatas:  Hosanna and Footsteps of Jesus. If your church has either of these tapes and would be willing to loan them to Cedar, please contact Sandra Poe at 434-983-3906.

· SCHOLARSHIP NEWS:  Through Cooperative Missions offerings, the Baptist General Assocaition of Virginia (BGAV) provides scholarships and ministerial education funds for eligible Virginia Baptist students who need aid in financing their education.  BGAV’s Scholarships and Ministerial Education Funds can help students earn an undergraduate degree, pursue undergraduate or graduate education in preparation afor voacational ministry, or access training and continuing education opportuniities.  For more information, please contact Elliott Williams, Administrative Assistant at 804-915-5000 or by email at elliott.williams@bgv.org. 
· MC2 Missons Connection Celebration:  Legach – Living a Life That Lasts is scheduled for July 24 – 28, 2017 at Eagle Eyrie.  MISSIONS:  You th and Adults minister through a variety of service project in the greater Lynchburg area ranging from VBS to constructiomn to social ministries.  DISCIPLESHIP:  Age-appropriate learning opportunities are provided for preschoolers through senior adults.  WORSHIP:  Daily services for children, youth, and adults are highlighted by dynamic preaching, music, and missions.  This year’s theme will be developed by examining the life of Joseph.    FELLOWHIP:  Participatnt join together for an opeing night picnic, a closing night ice cream social, and packaging meals for the Source of Light Orphanage in Haiti.  FUN:  There will be lots of pool time, plus a talent show, night hike, Bubble Soccer, Capture the Flag,a nd even an optional trip to Funquest in Lynchburg!  (The Keynote Speaker will be Randy Cooksey, Minister of Youth, Broadus Memorial Baptist Church, Mechanicsville.  Rev. Adam Tyler, Grace Hills Baptist, Appomattox and  former pastor of Mt. Zion, will be the Bible Study teacher for Adults.)  For more informationand to register online, go to www.EagleEyrie.org/MC2 . 
· Annie Armstrong Easter Offering and Week of Prayer for North American Missions:  March 5 – 12, 2017

Theme:  Together for His Kingdom; Goal:  $70 Million 
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· OPPORTUNITY TO HAVE INPUT INTO THE LEADERSHIP OF VIRGINIA BAPTISTS:  The Committee on Boards and Committees is responsible for enlisting capable people to serve on the various committees, boards, and agencies that relate to the Bapitst General Association of Virginia.  If you would like to recommend  an individual (pastor or layperson) to serve in the coming year whom you believe has the qualifications and commitment to advance the Redeemer’s Kingdom, go to http://begav.org/begav/nominatons/.  You will find a nomination form and a list of the various committees, boards, and agencies.  
· To read an inspiring article from BGAV Executive Director, Dr. John Upton, go the www.bgav.org .  Under the BGAV Blog, find the article entitled, “Singing in a Foreign Land” posted by Dr. Upton on January 12, 2017.  
· JRBA was featured on the BGAV Blog on 12/8/16.    If you would like to read the article, go to https://bgav.org/jrba-churches-work-together-mission/  
· To read about the More Than Nets team from Appomattox currently serving in Ghana, go to www.bgav.org and read the blogs posted by Rev. Adam Tyler from January 29 on.  
	                                                                                                                                                                                           The team is sharing the Gospel and planting churches as they distribute mosquito nets to villages 

in the Yendi region of Ghana.  Rev. Adam Tyler planted a church on January 31.  

He named it Mt. Zion Baptist Church in honor of 

Mt. Zion Baptist Church in Buckingham, his first pastorate.  

To God be the Glory!




· Attention:  Virginia Baptist History Buffs – The JRBA has recently received its copy of the 2016 Virginia Baptist Register.  This edition is entitled One Man and His Family:  The Story of James Thomas, Jr.  (Mr. Thomas has been called Richmond’s first millionaire and certainly he was the wealthiest Virginia Baptist in the 19th century. )  If you would like to read his story, you can check out the book at the JRBA office.  
· 2017 Camp Piankatank Schedule: 

June 23 – 25

Father/Son Weekend

June 25 -30

Boys Week (Ages 9 – 17)

June 30 – July 2

Mini-Week (Ages 6 – 9)

July 9 – 14

Girls Week (Ages 9 – 17)

July 16 – 21

Co-Ed 1 (Ages 9 – 17)

July 21 – 23

Mother/Daughter Weekend

July 23 – 28

Co-Ed 2 (ages 9 – 17)

July 30 – Aug. 4

Youth Week (Ages 13 – 17)
For information: Call 804-776-9552.  Registration is now open.  

· 2017 Impact Opportunities:  
May 14 – 18

Collegiate Impact
(Cost  - $100)

June 18 – 24

Impact Culpeper

June 25-July 1

Impact Bluefield

July 9 – 15

Impact Fluvanna

July 16 -22

Impact Appomattox

July 22-29

Impact Danville
(Cost – Regional Camps:  $275)

July 7 – 15

Impact Toronto, Canada
(Cost:  $550 plus airfare)  

· STOP HUNGER NOW  has adopted a new name – On January 27, 2017, Stop hunger Now became Rise Against Hunger.  The mission to end hunger in our lifetime remains the same, but RAH is undertaking new pathways to end hunger, which, in addition to providing nutritious meals to those in need and responding to crises, includes implementing sustainable ways for communities to become empowered and self-sufficient.  The need to change the name arose because of an inability to register the trademark for Stop Hunger Now.  The thousands of volunteers, partners, and supporters across the globe are a critical part of the success of the program.  

STAFF CHANGES>>>


Rev. Brian Pope has accepted the call as Pastor to Enon Baptist Church.  He began his pastorate on


Sunday, January 29.  JRBA welcomes him and looks forward to working with him.



Contact information:  
Rev. Brian Pope






1019 Perkins Mill Road, Dillwyn, VA  23936






Phone:  304-688-6779






Email:  revbpope@gmail.com
FROM YOUR MODERATOR>>>

The first month of 2017 has come and gone.  There’s been a lot going on in our individual lives, and much to look forward
to in our churches and association.  God has given each one of us a privilege and responsibility of praying for one another, 
and praying for our leaders and government officials in His Name.  Let’s pray faithfully, so when we come to the last month of this year, 
we can say, “ I know the Lord was with us, for I have seen His handiwork all around.”  











In the love of Jesus,

  [image: image13.png]


                                                                                



             Marilyn




        Mrs. Marilyn Snoddy
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FROM YOUR DISCIPLESHIP DIRECTOR>>>
We could all hear the windows rattling as the winter winds were making themselves the third point in my sermon that Sunday. As a “seasoned” pastor of two years, I was used to dealing with distractions, but I’m not sure even Billy Graham could have overcome that howling. NY winters are a special breed of soul crushing enemy. While watching several members readjust their already too-tight for-indoors coats, I decided to skip my last point and motioned for the praise team to take their positions in preparation for our regular invitation time. Just as the congregation creaked to their feet, the last vestiges of any warmth were vacuumed instantly out the back door as if somebody on the Shuttle had opened an escape hatch in deep space. There stood a figure, backlit brightly by a cruel amount of ineffective sunlight. With the door slamming behind him, he stood in winter overalls, with arms crossed, brow furled, and covered in motor oil and grease.  

I had always been opposed to the manipulative tactics of some preachers who deliver a second or third sermon during the alter call – shouting over the drums and vamping up peoples’ emotions. Even though this ghastly figure represented a fresh opportunity, I wouldn’t give in that day either. As I prayed and waited for somebody, anybody to respond to the message, I looked up and caught Franky’s eyes. They belonged to a man who was either still drunk or had been crying all night and all morning. Immediately my mind went to Matthew 9:36 – “When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.” 

I could feel the strength of the Holy Spirit squeezing my heart and loosening my tongue, begging me to say something – anything. Instead of moving a single person in my congregation toward the alter, God was moving me. He was moving me toward Franky and far away from any preconceived notion I had about alter call etiquette.  I silently motioned to our worship leader to quiet down and simply strum quietly on his Martin. I had no idea who this strange man standing defiantly in our church was. I had no idea what he wanted, but I had a feeling that I knew what he needed. My brain raced through the archives of McCraney, Fay, Bonhoeffer, and Tozer: blank. Semesters of pouring through Earley and Wheeler, research papers backed by Stetzer and Rainer all vanished from my memory.  But, I wasn’t alone. I stepped down from the platform with eyes locked on Franky’s and simply said, “It wasn’t too long ago that I was lost. Completely lost. Then, Jesus found me. It seems like you might want to meet him…” Before I could even begin to preach the Gospel, Franky had me by the shoulders. Barely over his sobbing, like a little child, he whispered, “I want who you have.” 
Right there, in the middle of the sanctuary, Franky began following Jesus. And right there, I began my journey of trying to figure out what it meant to try and help him find his way – to “disciple” him. Discipleship begins at conversion to Christ but it never ends there. Franky’s story is no doubt first about the saving Grace of Jesus, but it’s also how I came to understand the importance of one-to-one discipleship. Over the next few months, I hope that this story of heartache, victory, set-back, and devotion will truly inspire you to know the truth of Galatians 6:9 – “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.” Oh, and by the way – Jesus: 1 – NY Winter: 0. 


Rev. Geoff Bruschi

[image: image3.png]



JRBA Executive Board Meeting Summary

January 16, 2017
Moderator, Marilyn Snoddy, opened the meeting by having everyone recite John 3:16.  She recalled the “Read the Bible through in 1992” initiative in which she participated.  Although her husband didn’t go to church at the time, he also started reading the Bible.  In December, 1992, he accepted Christ after being convicted reading the book of John.  He became actively involved in church and even transported a new baptismal pool for the church.  He was the first to be baptized in it.   He has been a faithful worker in the church ever since.  Her mother always encouraged her to take her boys to church and began encouraging her to sing in the choir.  She began singing in the choir and went on  to participate in the full life of the church, also praying for her boys to be involved.  Marilyn led us in prayer thanking God for His love.  The meeting was called to order and Frank Breault, Clerk, had the roll call of churches.  There were 21 (+ one child) in attendance, representing 9 churches. 

The minutes of the October Executive Board Meeting were presented and approved.  The minutes of the Annual Fall Meeting were presented and approved.  Tommy Joe Steger, Jr., Treasurer, presented the Treasurer’s Quarterly Report.  As of December 31, 2016, the Checking Account Balance stood at $30,159.31.  This balance includes the designated funds as follows:  Additional Missions - $198.04, Hispanic Ministry - $342.18, Stop  Hunger Now - $622.00, Youth Encounter - $400.00, Memorial Gift for JRBA Mission Trip - $100.00, and New Copier - $2,500.00.  Total Receipts for the quarter were $7,956.41 including donations from the churches of $6,495.41, Individuals - $400.00, Additional Missions (Fall Meeting Offering) - $756.00, Stop Hunger Now - $205.00, and Hispanic Ministry - $100.00.  Total Disbursements were $5,371.83 which included Mission Trips - $300.00, Hispanic Ministry (Mileage for Oct.- Dec. + Fiesta) = $190.72, and BGAV Disaster Response - $756.00.  The Savings Account Balance was $4,163.89.  The report was approved as presented.  Mrs. Betty Toney then presented the quarterly benevolence report.  Two families were assisted with overdue electric bills.  A donation was made to the Dillwyn Fire Department that services the office area.  A donation was made to a family who lost everything in a house fire.  Disbursements totaled $325.00.  Receipts from Cedar, FBC Dillwyn, Mulberry Grove, and Sharon totaled $1,300.00.  The Checking Account Balance as of 12/31/16 was $4,103.91 (Plus an outstanding check of $100).  The benevolence report was approved as presented.

Marilyn then announced the GuideStone Retirement & Insurance Seminar to be held on Wednesday, February 15, 2017, at FBC Dillwyn, at Noon.   Lunch will be provided by the ladies of Mt. Zion.  The seminar is for pastors and other interested church leaders.  It will be led by Dr. Jeff Cranford.  A Tax & Compensation Seminar is scheduled for  Monday, February 27, at FBC Dillwyn , from 9:30 AM – Noon.   {Pastors, Church Treasurers, and Financial/Stewardship Chairs should attend.)  

Next, Rev. Jimmy Dunn gave a Missions Report.  He encouraged everyone to contribute to our Stop Hunger Now fund as we will host another meal packing event on May 7.  Rev. Michael Khol reported on the Hispanic Ministry.  He noted that the Fiesta was well attended and that a Spanish Bible Study has begun at Mulberry Grove on Sunday mornings with 6 – 9 adults in attendance, along with their children.  He continues to covet our prayer support for this ministry.  Jimmy noted the mission trips of Rev. Dave Vogt and Malcolm Warfield to India, Malcolm to Uganda, and Rev. Michael Khol to El Salvador.  An informational meeting for the JRBA Bland  Mission Trip was set for Sunday, February 5  or February 19.  A Love Gift  of $150 for an IMB missionary serving abroad was approved.  Jimmy thanked the churches for all the outreach done during Thanksgiving and Christmas and reminded us to continue to reach out to lonely and hurting people throughout the year.  He also reminded us of the Blue Ridge Food Distributions at Crystal Cathedral twice a month and encouraged us to volunteer.    He also announced that Habitat for Humanity is going to do another build in Dillwyn.  If anyone would like to help, they should contact him or Michael Khol.  

Rev. Perry Clore reported that the Evangelism Committee met and wants  JRBA to host some workshops in 2017.  Rev. Woody Moore will lead one on “Who Jesus Is” and later on “Who Jesus Isn’t”.   The committee also wants to plan a Youth event. 
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There was no Old Business.  Under New Business, Marilyn presented the Committees for 2017.  The Committees were approved as presented.  She also presented a request for a Stewardship & Charitable Giving Workshop by the Virginia Baptist Foundation.  Rev. John Moxley noted that FBC might be planning one.  Ron Halll did one at Mt. Zion on church investments.  Gwynn Tyler also noted that the Foundation gives yearly scholarship to students of BGAV churches.  Discussion included the possibility of having a Saturday brunch in March or April for this purpose.  A date will be set.  Phyllis Tyler announced that a Baptist church in Appomattox had burned on January 14.  It was decided that $100 would be sent to their rebuilding efforts from the Benevolence Fund.  

Mr. Clarence Gormus stated a praise for their recent celebration for Rev. Tommy Armstrong’s 20th anniversary at their church.  Prayers were requested for individuals with health issues and those going on mission trips.   A motion was made to adjourn.  It was seconded and approved.  The meeting was closed in prayer by Rev. Woody Moore.  

JRBA Standing Committee Chairs – 2017

Program:  Phyllis Tyler (983-7385)

Nominating:  Rita Harris (574-6631)

Finance/Stewardship:  Tommy Joe Steger, Jr. (983-3346)

Evangelism:  Rev. Perry Clore (983-3320)

Bylaws:  Gwynn Tyler (969-4378)

Resolutions:  Phyllis Tyler (983-7385)

Time/Place/Preacher:  Phyllis Tyler (983-7385)

Christian Life:  Michelle Wright, Buckingham (983-1745)


        
        Judy Chambliss, Cumberland (492-4062)

Pastor/Church Relations:  Rev. Perry Clore (983-3320)

Missions:  Rev. Jimmy Dunn (969-6170)


                  Rev. Michael Khol (808-2383)

Ordination:  Rev. Tommy Armstrong (983-1518)

Benevolence:  Betty Toney (983-2232)

Audit:  Kathleen Jones (581-3945)

Ad Hoc Committee Chairs

Operation InAsMuch:  Valeria Breault (969-4603)

Copier Replacement:  Phyllis Tyler (983-7385)  
[image: image14.emf]       KEEP IN PRAYER

· Those who are lost and need to know the Savior

· Churches without a pastor:  Antioch Union , Buckingham, Chestnut Grove,  Fitzgerald Memorial (Rev. Barry Vassar,  

                                             Long  Term Supply Pastor),  

                                                     Goshen

· JRBA Hispanic  Ministry 

· JRBA Pastors’ Huddle

· JRBA Workshops

· Appomattox Association Mission Trip – More Than Nets 

· Malcolm Warfield’s trip to Uganda in February

· Rev. Michael Khol’s mission trip to El Salvadore in March

· Victorita Gina Vasile, JRBA WMU Project Ruth adoptee

· Local family serving IMB

· All those in our congregations who are ill or have lost loved ones.  

     …the prayers of the righteous please Him.
                               Psalm 15:8b
ASSOCIATION FINANCES
2016 – 2 017
ADDITIONAL MISSIONS FUND

(Combines Local Missions + Additional Missions Funds 2015-2016)

Carryover:  $198.04

Receipts (Fall Meeting):  $756.00

Expenditures (BGAV Disaster Relief):  $756.00

IMB Family - $150.00

Transferred from Regular Budget per Budget:  $700.00

Balance:  $748.00
REGULAR BUDGET RECEIPTS

	Church
	Dec. – Jan. 
	Year-to-Date

	Antioch(Scottsville)
	$    300.00
	$    300.00

	Antioch Union
	
	

	Arvon
	
	

	Buckingham
	$   307.27
	$    307.27

	Cedar
	
	$ 2,000.00

	Chestnut Grove
	
	

	Enon
	
	

	First Baptist Dillwyn
	
	$ 1,000.00

	Fitzgerald Memorial
	
	

	Fork of Willis
	
	$    419,.00

	Gladstone Memorial
	$   331.25
	$    662.50

	Goshen
	$1,180.00
	$1,180.00

	Jones Chapel
	$   250.90
	$    506.30

	Mt. Tabor
	
	

	Mt. Zion
	
	

	Mulberry Grove
	
	$ 1,979.00

	Sharon
	$   380.25
	$   760.50

	Tar Wallet
	
	

	Individuals
	
	$    400.00

	VBMB – Alma Hunt
	
	

	                       TOTAL
	$2,749.65
	$9,514.57


Approved Budget for 2014 – 2015:  $24,371.00

TREASURERS:  Please note that unless a specific ministry or project is designated on the memo line of the check or in an accompanying note, the contribution will appear in the regular budget receipts. 

ALSO NOTE:  Funds received are reflective of the Associational Year (Oct. 1, 2016 – Sept. 30, 2017), NOT the calendar year.  Hence, everything received prior to Oct. 1, 2016 was last shown in the October 2016 issue of the newsletter.  Funds received for the current associational year first appeared in the November, 2016 newsletter.)

If you have questions, please check with Phyllis or Tommy Joe.  
JRBA Hispanic Ministry
Carryover:  $ 432.90

No receipts in December or January.

Expenditures:  Rev. Michael Khol (Oct. – Dec. mileage) $90.72

Balance:  $ 342.18
[image: image15.png]


                                                                                                          

          Funds for May 7, 2017 Event
	Church
	Dec. – Jan. 
	Total-to-Date

	First Baptist Dillwyn
	$   642.16
	$    762.16

	Gladstone Memorial 
	$   132.00
	$    444.00

	Goshen (WOM)
	
	$     30.00

	Jones Chapel
	$    20.00
	$    20.00

	Tar Wallet
	$    22.00
	$    122.00

	TOTAL
	$    816.16
	$1,378.16


*$ 417.00 collected in 2016.
John E. Mann, Sr. Benevolence Fund

	Church
	Dec. – Jan. 
	Year-to-Date

	Cedar
	
	$   300.00

	First Baptist Dillwyn
	$   500.00
	$   500.00

	Goshen
	$   250.00
	$   250.00

	Mulberry Grove
	
	$   300.00

	Sharon
	
	$    200.00

	TOTAL
	$    750.00
	$ 1,550.00


Expenditures for December – January:  $ 480.00  

Balance:  $ 4,103.91 ($100 outstanding check) 

OTHER DESIGNATED FUND BALANCES
Youth Encounter - $400.00

JRBA Mission Trip - $100.00

Earmarked for Copier - $2,500.00
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