THE SERVANT LINK

CHURCHES UNITED TO SERVE -  
 COMMITTED TO MAKING A DIFFERENCE
 James River Baptist Association
 P. O. Box 1219, Dillwyn, VA  23936
Marilyn Snoddy – Moderator

Phyllis R. Tyler - Secretary
 www.jamesriverbaptistassociation.com
                                   Tel:  434-983-7385                                                                     Email:  jrba@embarqmail.com

                         Hours:  Monday & Wednesday                                                                     8:30 AM – 2:30 PM__________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ ______________                        
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Volume XIX                                                                August  2020                                                                    Edition VII
The JRBA Office is CLOSED to the public until further notice.  

You can reach Phyllis at jrba@embarqmail.com or by phone at 434-969-4378.
[image: image7.jpg]



[image: image8.jpg]


        

       HOMECOMINGS & REVIVALS 




July 12


Homecoming at Buckingham


Canceled






No current plans for Fall Meetings




July 19 -22

Gladstone Memorial celebrated by holding Revival Services!

God was so good and He answered their prayers.  They had some good music, great attendance, and Christ was exalted through the Word of God!



August 2

Homecoming at Goshen


11:00 AM







Smokey Wilson in Concert







NO MEAL






Revival has been canceled due to the Pandemic.




August 3 – 5

Revival at Mt. Zion


   
  7:00 PM







Guest Speaker:  Rev. Michael Khol, Mulberry Grove







Special Music nightly.



August


Cedar has canceled their annual Homecoming & Revival







due to the Pandemic.

August
Mt. Tabor has postponed their annual Homecoming due to the Pandemic.  
August
Mulberry Grove has canceled their annual Homecoming and Revival due to the Pandemic.

August
Sharon has canceled their annual Homecoming and Revival due to 


the Pandemic.

September 27
Homecoming at Fitzgerald Memorial (Tentatively scheduled)


Special Music & Fellowship Meal
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OTHER AUGUST EVENTS
GOSHEN: 
August 5, 29, & 26
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study at Goshen
7:00 PM

August 12

WMU & Brotherhood at Goshen

7:00 PM





ALL Tuesday Bible Studies at Goshen are CANCELED for August.
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August 8

Annual “Christmas in July” BBQ Fundraiser at Fitzgerald Memorial

Chicken halves will be sold.  Stay tuned to https://www.facebook.com/fitzgerald.memorial for 

prices and details on ordering and pick up.  All proceeds to Missions causes. 

August 14 & 28
Blue Ridge Food Services Distribution at Crystal Cathedral (Drive-Thru)




Volunteers are needed at 9:30 AM.
August 19

JRBA Pastors’ Huddle at First Baptist Dillwyn



    Noon



Pastors, mark your calendars and plan to attend.

August 22

5 Loaves, 2 Fish Ministry Meal at Antioch (Scottsville)
      10:30 AM – 1:00 PM




Food will be distributed curbside, observing social distancing.

	Monday, August 24, 2020
Information for the September edition of the JRBA calendar and newsletter is due today by 9:00 AM (by mail or email only).

Be sure to include how your church is now gathering, outreach to the community, events, and celebrations.  We need to hear Good News from our churches 

during this unprecedented time!




LOOKING AHEAD>>>
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September 12
Operation Christmas Child Project Leader Workshops
Calvary Baptist Church, Lynchburg – 9:00 AM

20957 Timberlake Road

For Info:  Contact Casey Brown at 407-493-2547.

New Hope Baptist Church, Appomattox – 10:00 AM

6227 Old Courthouse Road

For Info:  Contact Susanne Wood at 434-610-3674.

Laurel Hill Baptist Church, Charlottesville – 9:00 AM

   3595 Grand Forks Boulevard 

                        For Info:  Contact Ruth Ann Vaughan at 502-262-2893. 
Attend to see a video about the impact a OCC Shoebox made in a child’s life!

  Anyone is welcome to the events.  FREE OCC plastic shoeboxes, and other 

                                                                                                          OCC materials will be available.
NATIONAL OCC COLLECTION WEEK

November 16 – 23, 2020
ADDITIONAL OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD INFORMATION:

                          You can go online and pack a shoebox in these uncertain times!  Go to                            

                            https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/buildonline/.

September 26, 2020

THE RETURN, an event happening live in Washington, D.C., is not about any one organization, denomination, or person and has no agenda but revival alone.  The Bride of Christ (His church) needs to lead in calling believers to repentance, prayer, and seeking God’s will.  THE RETURN will be simulcast in churches across the globe.  If you have questions or would like for your church to participate, please contact Lisa Grimes at lisa@engagemediapartners.com for details.
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October 5

JRBA Executive Board Meeting at First Baptist Dillwyn


7:00 PM



(Tentatively scheduled – watch for updates in the coming months.)
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The JRBA 188th Annual Fall Meeting scheduled for 
Thursday, October 15, 2020,

has been CANCELED due to the Pandemic.
(This action was taken at the July Quarterly Executive Board Meeting on July 13.

According to the JRBA ByLaws, “The Executive Board shall attend  

                                            to all matters of the Association between sessions.”  A summary of   

                    the meeting can be found on pages 11 - 12.) 




November 6-7 & 7-8
WMUV women’s Get-Away at Eagle Eyrie




Theme:  Refresh – I will refresh the weary and satisfy the faint.  Jeremiah 31:25



Bible Study Leader:  Katie McKown




Keynote Speaker:  Ashlee Murphy Reed




Worship Leader:  Rachel Price




For registration forms or info:  call the WMUV Office at 800-255-2428, Ext. 8267.




For lodging or meals, contact Eagle Eyrie at 434-384-2211.
BAPTIST GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF VIRGINIA

2020  VIRTUAL ANNUAL MEETING

NOVEMBER 9 – 10

The Virginia Baptist Executive Board, President, and Officers of the BGAV have decided to make the 2020 Annual Meeting a virtual meeting, deferring all matters of business to next year’s Annual Meeting, which will take place 

November 16 – 17, 2021.  Therefore, all officers, Executive Board Members, and committees will continue in their current positions for a “bonus year”. 

Amazing plans are already shaping up for the meeting.  Featured Keynote Speaker will be New Testament Scholar, 
N. T. Wright;  Featured Musician will be singer/songwriter, Kate Campbell.   As each church has adjusted to this COVID-19 world in which we now live, so the BGAV will adjust with enthusiasm and creativity.  The Program Committee is seeking ways to make this meeting available to all churches, including those where internet access is challenging.  

Watch for details in the coming months.
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THE “GATHERING” CHURCH
Our pastors and church leaders have been creative in utilizing many new ways of “doing” church during the pandemic.  As  churches begin to plan and re-open, there will be continued change and new approaches in order to adhere to Phase III health guidelines.  Many may be continuing as before – updates below as submitted.

ANTIOCH (SCOTTSVILLE):  Sunday Worship Services continue with COVID-19 Guidelines and Phase III Restrictions in place.  Services are held at 9:00 AM and 11:00 AM – registration preferred.  Email the church office at office@antiochva.org or call 434-286-6315. 

BUCKINGHAM:  Church Services will continue to be held outside under the pavilion for the month of August.  

CEDAR:  Drive-In Worship is at 10:00 AM each Sunday morning.  There is also a service inside at 11:15 AM.  Attendees are asked to wear a mask.  The weekly service is also posted on Facebook.
CHESTNUT GROVE:  Drive-In Services continue at 11:00 AM each Sunday.

ENON:  A children’s time is held each Sunday morning at 10:00 AM via Facebook.  Worship service is held inside at 11:00 AM.  They have been having 12 – 16 in attendance for worship.  The Children’s Sunday School literature is being delivered so that parents can utilize it in the homes.  
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, DILLWYN:  Sunday worship services continue to be held in the sanctuary at 11:00 AM and also broadcast on radio station 92.9 FM and Facebook.  An Adult Sunday School class for all adults is now meeting in the Fellowship Hall at 10:00 AM, currently studying Jesus’s “Sermon on the Mount”.  The Tuesday morning Bible Study has also resumed at 10:00 AM, currently studying Philippians.  Rev. Glynn Coleman blessed the folks at FBC on Sundays, July 19 and 26, with fine sermons, beautiful singing,  and renewal of friendships and socially distanced fellowship.

FITZGERALD MEMORIAL:  In-Person Sunday School (combined men’s and ladies class) is tentatively scheduled to begin Sunday, September 6, at 10:00 AM in the sanctuary.  In-Person Worship continues on Sundays at 11:00 AM.  The service is then posted at Noon at https://www.facebook.com/fitzgerald.memorial. 

GOSHEN:  In-Person Worship Services continue each Sunday at 11:00 AM.  WMU and Brotherhood will meet August 12 at 7:00 PM.  Prayer and Bible study will be held on the other Wednesday nights at 7:00 PM.  The Tuesday morning Bible Study has been canceled for the month of August.  It will resume after Labor Day.  

JONES CHAPEL:  Worship service continues each Sunday at 10:00 AM in the fellowship hall.  A radio transmission has been set up so that anyone who wishes to stay in their car or, if a short distance from the church, may listen in at 89.9 FM.  They have not been successful with Facebook Live as the signal is weak in the fellowship hall.  Pastor Richard continues to reach out to members in any way he is needed.  He conducts Wednesday services via Facebook Live from his home.  

MULBERRY GROVE:  In-Person Worship continues on Sunday mornings at 11:00 AM.  Sunday School for men and boys is held outside “in the shade” each Sunday morning at 10:00 AM.  Two Bible Studies are being held in a member’s home, one for those under 50 and one for those ages 17 – 25.  A Zoom meeting for fellowship continues each Wednesday morning.  
SHARON:  A Sunday School class is held each Sunday at 10:00 AM.  Worship service is held at 11:00 AM.  Both take place in the fellowship hall while following social distancing guidelines (attendees are requested to wear face masks if possible).  

TAR WALLET:  In-Person Sunday School is held at 9:30 AM, with 12 – 14 in attendance.  Worship is held at 11:00 AM, with 20 -25 in attendance.  Social distancing is observed for both and masks are worn.  

JRBA REACHES OUT>>>
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Missions Committee Report

FOOD MINISTRY:  Many of our mission trips have been canceled, but the mission opportunity at Crystal Cathedral of Dillwyn is still open on the 2nd and 4th Fridays of each month at 9:30 AM.  So, please join us in this mission effort as we bless hundreds of lives through the Blue Ridge Food distribution. 

RISE AGAINST HUNGER:  You are invited to continue to set aside money regularly for our Rise Against Hunger mission.  All money given for this mission will be kept in our JRBA treasury until we can use it for our next packaging event which will take place as soon as it is safe to do so.  Thanks for  your gifts.

LOCAL MISSIONS:  During this pandemic, let us be on mission to reach out to the many people of our area who make great sacrifices to serve us and keep us safe and healthy.  Notes, small gifts, and kind words will mean so very much to our police officers, rescue squad workers, health care workers, school teachers and administrators, and others who serve us daily. 

Thanks for all your mission work in these difficult days. 











In Christ’s Love,










Jimmy









Rev. Jimmy Dunn, Chair
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ANNIE ARMSTRONG EASTER OFFERING UPDATE FOR N. A. MISSIONS
	CHURCH
	OFFERING-TO-DATE

	Antioch (Scottsville)
	$ 1,500.00

	Buckingham
	$    854.00

	Cedar
	$    440.00

	First Baptist Dillwyn
	$    300.00

	Fitzgerald Memorial
	$    300.00

	Goshen
	$     900.00

	Jones Chapel
	$     30.00

	Mulberry Grove
	$    505.00 

	Tar Wallet
	$    165.00
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CHURCH OUTREACH>>>

Antioch (Scottsville) continues to give out food boxes on a regular basis at the 5 Loaves 

2 Fish Ministry Meal each month.  They are also handing out hand sanitizers to the front liners 

and first responders.  During July, Antioch was also blessed to assist a homeless person living under a tarp in the woods just a few miles from the church.  Pastor Dave and several others worked to supply him with food and also to put him in a transition home.  With the help of the church, he is now completely furnished with furniture, housewares, cleaning products, and more.   The man is truly grateful for everything the church and community has done to get a roof over his head!  He came to the church on a Wednesday night to personally thank everyone for what they have done and to thank God for the willing hands of His people to help.  He has been connected with a church in the area where his home is and Antioch is praying that God will continue to be a big part of his life. 
Buckingham  donated cakes, brownies, and cookies for a fundraiser for Tommy Pairet to help with his hospital bills.  He was in a life-threatening car accident in May.  Pastor Anthony Sacco attended the Prayer Vigil at the Buckingham high School on Saturday, July 11, and met with our African-American pastors and church leaders.   

Chestnut Grove church members worked at the Blue Ridge Food Bank during July.  

First Baptist Dillwyn’s Helping Hands Ministry and others are carrying out ministry projects.  Cookies have been prepared and delivered to the boys of the Dakota Tribe at the Discovery School.  Thank you notes and gift cards have been sent to first responders and health care workers of the church.  Gift bags and personal notes have been prepared and sent to the school teachers and personnel of the church.  FBC continues to bless the sick and shut-ins with loving notes and phone calls.  

Goshen is helping a family with a small child by providing food and other necessary items. 

Jones Chapel’s summer missions teams participated in the MC2 virtual event this year. Events were based at Jones Chapel from 3-8 p.m. on July 21st-23rd.  There was an average attendance of 15 children, youth, and adults in attendance each evening.  Missions tasks included grounds work, clean-up, and maintenance of the church grounds, and clean-up work inside the church.   A work crew was also able to complete brush clean up and yard work at a church member's house.  All attendees were able to work together to decorate and fill summer fun bags with snacks, toys, and activities that will be handed out to children of the church and in the community.  Due to Internet connectivity issues, the group was unable to live stream the MC2 send off and closing celebration events.  However, a downloaded copy of the MC2 closing celebration will be part of a celebration event that the church missions team will hold later this fall to celebrate all of the mission projects accomplished this summer.   The Youth Director is Judy Chambliss.  
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Mt. Zion WMU made a monetary donation to the Longwood Baptist Collegiate Ministry since they cannot sponsor a meal for the students at this time.  The donation will help with small group meals or care packages while students continue virtual classes.  

Mulberry Grove continues to reach out to the members of the church and community with cards, food, calls, and the delivery of church literature.  Individuals are purchasing back-to-school items in preparation for the Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes and the spring Hope for Appalachia boxes.  Members continue to volunteer at the bi-monthly food distribution at the Crystal Cathedral.  Individuals are preparing for the fall Hope for Appalachia collection by knitting hats and purchasing new gloves, scarves, and coats.  The Alma Hunt State Mission Offering will be a focus in the near future. 

Sharon contributed $430 to support the longstanding mission partnership between WMUV and the Standing Rock reservation in North and South Dakota.  Rose of Sharon WMU continues providing meals and visits to the sick and homebound.  
JRBA LEARNS AND GROWS>>>

Pastors’ Huddle

Our Pastors’ Huddle for July was rescheduled to July 22.  With 8 pastors in attendance, we were able to safely distance and still meet for fellowship.  It is strange to have to sit so far apart and yell across the fellowship hall, but it was really nice to be able to get back together in person.  I am very grateful for the willingness and consideration of our pastors to be able to make sacrifices of freedom and comfort for the safety and conscience of others.  We are really blessed to be a part of such a loving association.  I am looking forward to August 19, when we will again gather.










Love in JC,










Michael










Rev. Michael Kho
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Mt. Zion held a virtual VBS on July 13 – 17.  The curriculum used was Rocky Railway:  Jesus’ Power Pulls Us Through, published by Group.  96 tote bags and snack bags were made up and given out.  Additional activity envelopes, Bibles, workbooks, snacks, and craft items were available.  There were 15 workers and Brenda McAllister was the Director.  The lessons were presented daily online through the Mt. Zion website. 
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Brayden Smith, enjoying a VBS activity from Buckingham Baptist.
20 children enjoyed Lifeway’s Concrete & Cranes lessons, crafts, activities, music, and snacks.  Their blow-up swimming pools for each family were a real hit!   Packets were delivered on July 13, for use during that week.  

                      6
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JRBA CELEBRATES>>>










CEDAR celebrates with Steven and Chasity Taylor over the profession of faith by their son, 
Nicholaus, on Sunday, July 19th.  His baptism will be scheduled soon.
IN APPRECIATION>>>

July 9, 2020

James River Baptist Association,

Thank you so much for remembering the Bland Minsitry Center through your support.  Your benevolence is most appreciated during this unusually difficult time.  

I just recently celebrated 27 years of service at Bland Minsitry Center, which really leaves me wondering where the time went, but also makes me realize how God has blessed me with being able to to be a part of His ministry.  We will use these funds to assist those in need in the area.  Please continue to remember the Center as well as our volunteers as we follow God’s leading.  

Thank you once again, and we appreciate your generosity as well as your prayers. 










Sincerely,










Dee Dee 










Dee Dee Hoosier, Director

JRBA,

Thank y’ll for all the help after our house fire.  With the generous gift, we were able to purchase items for our new home. *

The food was a great help in our time of need.**  It was such a thoughtful gesture.










Jaime Moore & Children

*$100 was given to the family from the John E. Mann, Sr. Emergency Benevolence Fund.

**Buckingham Baptist provided the family with food items.
BCM (Baptist Collegiate Ministries) Update>>>

July has been a busy month for the BCM as we prepare for the upcoming Fall Semester. Currently we are planning to resume in person gatherings when students come back to campus in August. We will be adjusting our weekly events to meet the requirements set by Longwood & Hampden-Sydney. The biggest change to our plans for the fall has been to cancel the Thursday night dinners. We are sad to not have the dinners this semester, but we feel it’s in the best interest of everyone involved to not host them. We are also working on our backup plans in case either BCM, or our schools, are required to switch to virtual learning. 

One of our goals for this semester is to equip our student leaders for this fall as best as we can. With so much happening, having a strong leadership is essential right now. We have been working together to prepare them for the different ways BCM may need to operate this fall and preparing them to step into their various leadership roles with confidence. We have a great group of student leaders in place and I’m excited to see them lead BCM this fall. 

Please keep BCM in your prayers as we navigate the changes of this Fall semester.

Thank you,

Austin
Austin Williams

Interim Campus Minister 

BCM, Longwood & Hampden-Sydney 
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IN LOVING MEMORY>>>
Mulberry Grove mourns the recent loss of its oldest member.  Audrey Childress Llewellyn 

went home to be with the Lord on July 22.  She served in many capacities over the years and was much loved by her church family.   Sincere condolences are extended to her family.

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE>>>
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                            HOPE FOR APPALACHIA
· The Fall 2020 Trip is currently scheduled for November 4 – 7.    

        Applications will be available in early August.  If  you are interested in 
        going, please contact Rev. Woody Moore at n2preaching@comcast.net    

        or by phone at 804-382-7954 as soon as possible. 

· NEW coats, hats, gloves, scarves, and blankets will be collected for the         

                                                                 Fall 2020 Trip.  (Please note that during this time of heightened health 
                                                                 awareness, JRBA will only be taking in NEW items.)  Items can be  

                                                                 delivered to the Mt. Zion Mission House or the JRBA Office.  Be sure to 
                                                                 call ahead.  
· As you look ahead to Spring 2021, and the preparation of your HFA boxes, note the following suggestion from the HFA Virginia Newsletter:

1. Items to be included in EVERY box:  Toothbrush (see directions below), Full-sized Toothpaste, 
2 pairs Socks, Pencils, and 2 or more fun items.
2.  Use 6 quart Sterilite storage boxes (available at Walmart – 10 for $7.98).  
3. Socks laid flat look more presentable and take up less space.  Please include 2 pair in each box.

4. Toothbrushes should be age appropriate and unopened in original packaging.  (Avoid large multi-packs.  Do not place them in a Ziplock bag or toothbrush holder.)

5. If you include Body Wash or Bubbles, they must have the lid taped shut and be placed in a Ziploc bag.  

6. Do NOT include the following items:  Candy, Food, Snacks, Bar Soap, Feminine Hygiene items, Water Gun or toys that look like weapons, Happy Meal toys, Money or Gift Cards,  or Washcloths (shower puffs are okay).

7. School supplies are on sale at Target and Walmart NOW.  Please consider purchasing these items while they are at their cheapest!  Be on the lookout for crayons, markers, glue sticks, safety scissors, colored pencils, pencil sharpeners, pencil cases, pens, highlighters, and more.  

8. There are NEW updated labels available for the 2021 boxes – they have the new logo and age groups, including the older group.  You can obtain printable versions at https://hfavateam.com/pack-a-hope-box/.  Scroll to the bottom of the page for the downloadable labels.  

9. Updated lists for the three age groups are also available online at https://hfavateam.com/pack-a-hope-box/.  Scroll to the bottom of the page for the downloadable lists.  You will find the items suggested for each age group, Pre K – 2nd grade (ages 4 – 8), 3rd – 5th grade (ages 8 – 11), and 6th – 12th grade (ages 11 – 18).  
Alma Hunt Offering for State Missions

This annual state mission offering is a joint venture of Woman’s Mission Union of Virginia and the Baptist General Association of Virginia.  This critical offering seeks to meet real needs of real people by funding ministries in a variety of specific areas.  For the rest of 2020 and looking toward 2021, the allocations are being redirected in a way that will allow the focus to be on human needs arising from the COVID-19 crisis.  It will be distributed as follows:

· 70% of funds to WMUV-directed projects

· 30% of funds to BGAV-directed projects

· All projects have a direct correlation to COVID-19 relief efforts

· Funds will be distributed monthly and will begin in Summer 2020 in order to respond more quickly to immediate needs. 

Because of the time-sensitive nature of many of these critical needs and the plan to distribute funds monthly, we are being asked to consider sending offerings as early as possible this year. 

A Message from BGAV President

See page 6 of your recently received Summer 2020 Edition of the BGAV EXPRESS for a message from Dr. Adam Tyler,

BGAV President, based on Romans 12:15 – Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn.      
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Mission Spotlight:  COVID-19 Need

Marisa Sanchez sends her thanks to all who have contributed to the Migrant Ministry on the Eastern Shore where workers have been hit hard by COVID-19.  New groups of migrant workers have arrived.  Marisa is in need of face masks for men (Size XL) made of cotton fabric, dark colors (navy, dark green, brown, or black).  Dimensions need to be 9” wide X 4” deep.  Mail masks to WMUV, 2828 Emerywood Parkway, Henrico, VA  23294.  
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(Excerpt from the Newsletter of Rev. Jimmy Brock, Pastor, Princess Anne Mission in Virginia Beach)

As many of you know, Jimmy is married to Suzanne Bryan Brock, from Buckingham, and they are pastoring 
a church plant, Resurrection Community Church, under the auspices of the Presbyterian Church of America. 

The Faithfulness of God

From his last update on January 1, Jimmy wrote,  “For 2020, we’re planning on more new members, more baptisms, multiplying our neighborhood Bible studies, further developing our prayer and other ministry teams, and pursuing deeper discipleship.  But while we have those ideas and goals, we really have no idea what God has in store for us and look forward to the adventure that He will bring!”

How true the “no idea what God has in store” would turn out to be!  Yet, despite the craziness and hardship, God has been faithful to our Resurrection Community here in Virginia Beach.  When everything shut down in March, we were able to smoothly transition to worship services on Zoom, where we could maintain our face to face connections.  When re-opening was allowed in May, some of our newer members offered the large front yard with which God has blessed them to be a place for four worship services under a party tent.  Then in June, we were able to transition to a centrally-located and popular park where we can continue to worship safely outdoors and welcome visitors in.  

We had 31 members on January 1; now we have 43.  We had 3 babies born during quarantine and have had four baptisms in 2020.  One of those baptisms was of a severely immune-compromised child who could not attend worship services even pre-pandemic, but was able to be baptized in front of the whole congregation at our Zoom Easter service.  We were able to complete our first intro discipleship cohort and look forward to multiple discipleship cohorts beginning in the fall.  We used the donations of individual government stimulus payments to create the Resurrection Relief Fund to support those who suffer from the economic fallout of the pandemic.  

Of course, there have been challenges. We still have no idea when we will be able to return to our regular meeting place in the rec center.  We had to cancel our planned summer camp.  Worship outside is hot, even at 10 AM.  Zoom is a highly imperfect expression of community, especially for welcoming newcomers.  So, as we move into the second half of 2020, I have even less idea what it will look like.  But in the midst of challenges, I am comforted by reflecting on God’s faithfulness and am excited to see how he will continue to expand his kingdom in Virginia Beach.  

Thank you for your ongoing prayers and support!  Our congregation is currently giving a little over a third of our target operating budget with the rest coming from outside supporters.  They have taken up the challenge to become fully self-sustaining by June, 2022.  If you would like to make a contribution to this ongoing mission, our address is Princess Anne Mission, 1189 Kenwood Ct., Virginia Beach, VA  23454.  

FOR YOUR INFORMATION>>>
Position for a Youth Pastor
(Included per the request of Senior Pastor Phil Kelley)

Timber Ridge Baptist Church in Bedford, VA, is currently looking for a Youth Pastor.  This is a paid position.  Fully furnished housing is available.  All interested candidates, please call the church at 540-586-9267 or send resumé to philkelley.pk@gmail.com.
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Newsletter Distribution Update

Pastors and contacts in each church have been asked about the best way to get newsletters to your members.  I have been concerned that folks haven’t been seeing the newsletter during the Pandemic since it has only been on the website and hard copies have not been printed for distribution.  The newsletter will continue to be posted on our website (www.jamesriverbaptistassociation.com) monthly, an email link will be sent to all whose email addresses I have on file, and a limited number of hard copies (if requested) will be sent to the contact person in each church as we were doing before.  I have heard back from all 18 churches concerning your wishes.  If there are additonal email addresses to which the newsletter notification should be sent, please email me at jrba@embarqmail.com.   Pastors and contacts should feel free to make additonal hard copies for those who do not have Internet access.  Also, as re-openings occur or change, please let me know if how you want to receive the newsletter changes.  THANK YOU to those who agreed to print the copies for your folks!   I appreciate your faithfulness in viewing the newsletter and hope that it continues to be a valuable source of communication among our churches.  Stay safe and well!











Phyllis 











Phyllis Tyler, JRBA Secretary 
KEEP IN PRAYER>>>
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All those affected by the Coronavirus Pandemic

· Peace of mind during this uncertain time

· COVID-19 Research (Medicine & Vaccine)
· All workers on the “front line”

· Teachers, staff, and school administrators

· Students “returning” to school or studying at home
· Those who are lost and need to know the Savior


· Tar Wallet as they search for a new pastor

· JRBA Churches

· JRBA Pastors

· Government Leaders (County, State, & National) 

· All those affected by violence in our country

· Victoria Gina Vassile, JRBA WMU Project Ruth Adoptee

· Jimmy & Suzanne (Bryan) Brock – Church planters in Virginia Beach

· All those in our congregatons who are ill or have lost loved ones
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FROM YOUR MODERATOR>>>

It was great seeing everyone at the JRBA Executive Board Meeting on July 13, even with masks!   We were able to get caught up on some business and concerns, as well as addressing some new items.  (Be sure to read the meeting summary on pages 11 – 12.)  It is always good to hear from the BGAV – Skip Wallace travels a long distance to be with us.  He noted that the BGAV Annual Meeting (November 9 – 10) will be a virtual meeting. Information will be sent out in the near future.  He also told how the Alma Hunt State Offering will be used in a different manner to assist with COVID-19 relief projects beginning in Summer 2020.   Churches are encouraged to send contributions to the Alma Hunt Offering early this year. 

I do hope you are reading the newsletter so you can stay informed on things going on, as well as what’s happening in our Association.  Ask people in your church who are not getting the JRBA newsletter if they are interested in one, and if you can’t make a copy for them, inform Phyllis at the office.  She can mail out a very limited number per church.   We want everyone to know what all our churches are doing during this uncertain time.  

Our churches are slowly and safely opening in the ways they feel are best for their congregations and in accordance with Phase III guidelines.  

Always remember that we can do more together, especially when the body has all the parts.  So in  Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.  Romans 12:5










In His Service,










Marilyn










Marilyn Snoddy, Moderator
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         JRBA    

      Executive                     

  Board Meeting

   July 13, 2020

Mrs. Marilyn Snoddy, Moderator, opened the meeting by sharing a devotional on Luke 22:39-43:  Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples followed him.  On reaching the place, he said to them, “Pray that you will not fall into temptation.”  He withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond them, knelt down and prayed, “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.”  An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him.  Marilyn then shared about a time that an angel appeared to her while driving and gave her a message.  Much as those in the Bible who saw an angel, she was frightened and had to pull over.  God still sends His angels!  Marilyn noted that angels can protect, strengthen, give messages, and carry us to heaven.  After her encounter, she continues to be strengthened in her spiritual walk.  All that is going on around us – COVID-19 Pandemic, racial unrest, protests and riots – angels are on “stand by” – they are there to help us through.  God is always on time – he’ll send angels when they are needed.  When Jesus was in the garden, an angel was on standby!  God always keeps his promises and He will take care of us.  She then led in prayer.

Marilyn called the meeting to order and Frank Brault, Clerk, had the roll call of churches.  There were 17 in attendance from 9 member churches.  Rev. Skip Wallace, our BGAV Field Strategist, was also in attendance.  

The minutes of the January, 2020, Executive Board Meeting were presented and approved.  The Treasurer’s Quarterly Reports (Jan. – Mar. and Apr. – June) were presented by Judy Ownby, Treasurer.  As of June30, 2020, the checking account balance was $36,674.32, which included the following:  Additional Missions Fund - $1,100.00, Rise Against Hunger - $5,757.39, Mission Trips - $1,850.00, and Missions Blitz - $975.09.  Disbursements for the last two quarters totaled $14,125.73, which includes Mission Trips - $500.00, Buckingham Baccalaureate = $200.00, Missions Blitz = $426.70, Revitalize Conference = $400.00, Insurance = $435.00, and Bland Ministry Center = $4,057.55. Receipts for the last two quarters totaled $20,090.94, which included contributions from member churches = $10,070.36, Individual contribution = $500.00, Rise Against Hunger (designated) = $4,991.60, VBMB Alma Hunt = $213.91, Bland Ministry Center (designated) = $3,537.55, Amazon Smile = $14.36, and Interest on Checking = $13.16.  $350 was refunded by the Hope team (less people went) and $400 was refunded from Revitalize Conference that was canceled.  The report was approved as presented.  (There was a typographical error on the Jan. – Mar. report:  Total Disbursements was not $15,733.60, but $5,733.60.  This error has been corrected in the total disbursements for the last two quarters.)

In the absence of Betty Toney, Chair of the Benevolence Fund, her report was presented and approved.  During the past two quarters, $335.00 has been distributed to 2 families who lost everything in fires,  2 individuals were provided one night’s lodging, and $25.00 was donated to the Buckingham Volunteer Fire Department that serves the office area.  Contributions were made by Enon, Mt. Zion, and Goshen totaling $550.00.  The checking account balance as of 6/30/20 was $6,392.28.  

The Moderator’s Report was in the packet for representatives to read at their leisure in the interest of time.  In it, Marilyn reiterated how JRBA has carried on during the pandemic and the necessity of cancellations.  Rev. Skip Wallace, BGAV Field Strategist, spoke on the enthusiasm there had been for the Revitalize Conference that was scheduled and canceled.  There were 140 registrants.  No date has been set yet, but we are hopeful that we can bring it back soon.  He noted that the BGAV Annual Meeting has been canceled and that no voting will take place.  Everything will be postponed for a year.  The terms of all officers, committees, etc. will be extended one year.  In lieu of the Annual Meeting, there will be much offered virtually.  He noted that N. T. Wright will be the featured speaker.  Skip also expanded on the changes to the Alma Hunt Offering for this year.  Due to the pandemic and the various ministries that are, and will be, taking place because of it, allocations of the Alma Hunt offering will be 70% to WMU-related ministries and 30% to BGAV-related ministries.  One project will be creating Internet “hot spots” in areas where students may not have service.  Churches who set up Internet stations for students to use can apply for funds.  Skip closed with Psalm 56:12-13:  I am under vows to you, O God; I will present my thank offerings to you.  For you have delivered me from death and my feet from stumbling, that I may walk before God in the light of life.  As long as we are alive, we are called to keep our vows to God.  

NEW BUSINESS:  Marilyn noted the need for us to make a decision on whether or not to hold the JRBA Annual Meeting in October given the current health pandemic.  Gwynn Tyler made a motion that we cancel the Fall Meeting.  Rev. John Moxley seconded the motion and it was approved.  Phyllis Tyler, Secretary, requested that the October Executive Board Meeting be held on October 5, rather than on October 12.  Audrey 
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Ragland made a motion to move the meeting to October 5.  Rev. Jimmy Dunn seconded the motion and it was approved.  

Marilyn asked if the newsletter was being read since it has only been available online during the pandemic.  The response was very positive.  Phyllis is seeking direction on the best way to continue to get the newsletter into the hands of members as churches begin to re-open.  It was noted that some churches have already been printing their own copies; some churches have been forwarding the Internet link to members who have email.  Churches are asked to let Phyllis know if they want any printed copies in the coming months.  (She will send out an email to pastors and church contacts for feedback.)

There was no Old Business.  Next, Marilyn called for Officers’ Reports.  Though not read, Mrs. Toney’s WMU Report enumerated the various mission/ministry projects completed by our churches during the shut-down period and commended them for continuing to reach out in their communities.  The Hope for Appalachia report from Rev. Woody Moore was not read, but expressed thanks to all who had a part in the Boxes of Hope for Appalachia which were delivered to Kentucky in late May.  The Fall trip is scheduled for November 4 – 7.  Only NEW hats, gloves, scarves, coats, and blankets will be collected due to heightened health awareness.    The BGAV Mission Council report was not read, but Gwynn Tyler announced that copies of the BGAV Mid-Term Report are available upon request.  Rev. Michael Khol’s report on the Pastor’s Huddle was not read, but it was announced that the Pastors’ Huddle for July had been postponed until July 22.  It will be held “in-person” at First Baptist Dillwyn, at noon.  

Marilyn then called for Committee Reports.  Rev. Jimmy Dunn, Missions Committee Chair, thanked everyone for their generosity to Rise Against Hunger and noted that we need to decide on whether or not to “hold” the collected funds or send them to Rise Against Hunger.  The committee presented a motion to “hold” the funds until we can host a meal-packing event.  It was approved.  Rev. Dunn also thanked everyone for their contributions to Bland Ministry Center to help with the ongoing ministry there.  He also encouraged folks to volunteer at the Blue Ridge Food Distribution on the 2nd and 4th Fridays of each month.  He also expressed gratitude to Rev. Woody Moore, Rev. Roger Woody, and Wayne Gough for delivering the Hope boxes and to all who contributed to that effort.  

In the absence of Rita Harris, Nominating Committee Chair, Marilyn presented the Slate of Officers for 2020-2021.  It was approved as presented. The new officers are as follows and will take office on October 1, 2020:

Moderator

Marilyn Snoddy


Vice Moderator

Michael Khol


Clerk


Frank Breault


Treasurer

Judy Ownby


Reporter/Historian
Terry Towler


SS Director

Jimmy Dunn


Discipleship Director
Roger Woody


Baptist Men’s Director
Austin Williams


VBS Leaders
   
Frank & Val Breault


Music Director

Marilyn Snoddy


Disaster Relief Co.
Woody Moore


VA Baptist Rep.
Terry Towler


Parliamentarian

Gwynn Tyler


WMU Director 

Betty Toney

The Baccalaureate Report and the Missions Project Report were not read.  Michelle Wright’s report on the BCHS Baccalaureate thanked the churches for their participation in the Card Shower.  JRBA utilized the $200 budgeted for Baccalaureate to help with the cost of supplying cupcakes for the Seniors’ graduation gift bags.  No request for assistance was received from Cumberland this year.  In Rev. Michael Khol’s report on mission projects completed during the first two quarters, he noted that two ramps had been built at a cost of $426.70.  If anyone knows of a need, please notify him.  Rev. Jimmy Dunn, Sunday School Director, noted that he hopes churches will soon be able to have in-person Bible study.  He thanked those who have held Zoom or outdoor Sunday School lessons and encouraged others to find ways to engage our members in Bible study during this time.  Rev. Barry Vassar expressed appreciation to Skip Wallace for the many resources he has made available to pastors during the pandemic.  Rev. Dunn also expressed his appreciation for the efforts of Dr. John Upton, Dr. Adam Tyler, Skip Wallace, and Phyllis during the pandemic.  

After announcements were made, Audrey Ragland made a motion to adjourn.  It was approved and the meeting was closed in prayer by Rev. Skip Wallace.  
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ASSOCIATION FINANCES
2019 – 2020

REGULAR BUDGET RECEIPTS
	Church
	July
	Year-to-Date

	Antioch (SV)
	
	$   550.00

	Antioch Union
	
	$    500.00

	Arvon
	
	

	Buckingham
	$   187.50
	$   615.00

	Cedar
	
	$2,500.00

	Chestnut Grove
	
	$    500.00

	Enon
	
	$    700.00

	FBC Dillwyn
	
	$2,000.00

	Fitzgerald
	
	

	Fork of Willis
	
	$   444.00

	Gladstone
	$   325.00
	$  1,308.75

	Goshen
	
	$   981.00

	Jones Chapel
	$   153.00
	$ 1,600.00

	Mt. Tabor
	
	$   710.36

	Mt. Zion
	
	$ 1,800.00

	Mulberry Grove
	
	$2,150.00

	Sharon
	$   404.50
	$ 1,618.00

	Tar Wallet
	
	

	Individuals
	
	$    500.00

	VBMB-Alma Hunt
	
	$   213.91

	Amazon Smile
	
	$     21.20

	TOTAL
	$1,070.00
	$18,712.22


Approved Budget for 2019 - 2020:  $27,639.79

Total includes $1,488.79 carryover funds.

TREASURERS:  Please note that unless a specific ministry or project is designated on the memo line of the check or in an accompanying note, the contribution will appear in the regular budget receipts. 

ALSO NOTE:  Funds received are reflective of the Associational Year (Oct. 1, 2019 – Sept. 30, 2020), NOT the calendar year.

OTHER BUDGETED LINE ITEMS:

ADDITIONAL MISSIONS: 

ALL monies expended for Additional Missions 

are listed each month.

	
	July
	Year-to-Date

	JRBA Budget
	
	$1,600.00

	Fall Offering (DR)
	
	$1,052.00

	FBC Dillwyn (HOPE)
	
	$     66.00

	TOTAL
	
	$2,718.00


Expenditures
BGAV Disaster Relief - $ 1,052.00 (Fall Meeting Offering)

Pregnancy Support Center (Farmville),  Fellowship of Christian Athletes, GraceInside, Gideons International, Longwood/Hampden Sydney BCM - $100.00 Each = $500.00 (Budgeted)

Hope for Appalachia Team (Designated donation) – $66.00

No contributions or expenditures in July.

BALANCE IN ADDITIONAL MISSIONS:  $ 1,100.00
MISSIONS BLITZ 
	Carryover funds (2018 - 2019):

	JRBA Budget 
	$    250.00

	Buckingham
	$    100.00

	First Baptist Dillwyn
	$    100.00

	Mt. Zion WMU
	$    500.00

	Mulberry Grove
	$    300.00

	Individual
	$    100.00

	                              CARRYOVER  TOTAL
	$1,350.00

	JRBA Budget (2019 - 2020)
	$    250.00

	                                    Available Funds
	$1,600.00


Expenditures

Ramp Repair Materials:  $198.21

January Ramp Build:  $241.11

May Ramp Build:  $185.59

BALANCE:  $ 975.09
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RECEIPTS FOR 2020 RISE AGAINST HUNGER
	Church
	July
	Year-to-Date

	JRBA Budget
	
	$    500.00

	Cedar
	
	$    220.00

	Enon
	
	$    400.00

	FBC Dillwyn
	
	$  1,043.60

	Gladstone
	$   150.00
	$    688.00*

	Goshen
	
	$   500.00

	Jones Chapel
	
	$    635.79*

	Mt. Zion (WMU)

               (Church)
	
	$    500.00

$    400.00

	Tar Wallet
	
	$      20.00

	BGAV
	
	$1,000.00

	    TOTAL
	$   150.00
	$5,907.39


*Carryover: Gladstone–$83.00 & Jones Chapel-$35.79 = $118.79

**Mt. Zion WMU - $500 in honor of Rev. Jimmy Dunn





BLAND MINISTRY CENTER
	
	July
	Year-to-Date

	JRBA Budget
	
	$    500.00

	Antioch Union
	
	$    500.00

	Buckingham
	
	$    100.00

	Cedar
	
	$  1,000.00

	Jones Chapel
	
	$    520.00*

	Mt. Zion (WMU)
	
	$    500.00

	Mulberry Grove
	
	$    500.00

	Sharon
	
	$    202.55

	Individual
	
	$    235.00

	TOTAL
	
	$  4,057.55


*Carryover funds

Donations of $4,057.55 remitted to Bland Ministry Center in June.

Balance:  $0.00
MISSION TRIPS
Budgeted:  $2,500.00

Rev. Woody Moore, Wayne Gough, Linda Gough, and Brenda McAllister – Hope for Appalachia - $50 each = $200.00

  Malcolm Warfield & Dwayne Phillips - $100 each = $200

  Gwynn Tyler - $100

Hope for Appalachia Team (11 participants) - $500.00

 Hope Team Reimbursement (only 3 went)  +$350.00

BALANCE:  $1,850.00
NON-BUDGETED MINISTRY:
(ALL monies by donation.)

JOHN E. MANN, SR. BENEVOLENCE FUND
	DONATIONS
	July
	Year-to-Date

	Cedar
	
	$    300.00

	Enon
	
	$    200.00

	FBC Dillwyn
	
	$    500.00

	Goshen
	
	$    250.00

	Mt. Zion
	
	$    100.00

	Mulberry Grove
	
	$    300.00

	Sharon
	
	$    200.00

	TOTAL
	
	$1,850.00


Carryover in Benevolence Checking Account:  $5,482.28

May Balance:  $6,392.28

No Expenditures in July. 

 BALANCE:  $6,392.28
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