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	The JRBA Office remains CLOSED to the public.

JRBA folks should call before coming if you need to come by.

434-983-7385

MASKS ARE REQUIRED.




DECEMBER  EVENTS & DETAILS

December 1

Applications now open for Virginia Baptist Foundation Scholarships for 2021




Due to the stewardship and generous support of discerning Virginia Baptists, the Virginia Baptist 

Foundation is able to provide scholarships for college, graduate school, and seminary based on both need and merit.  These scholarship dollars have come to the foundation through various planned gifts including trusts, bequests, and outright gifts.  Some of the funds are restricted to provide scholarships for students who are in particular fields of study, areas of the state, or for attending certain educational institutions.  Other funds are awarded at the discretion of the foundation’s scholarship committee.  Generally, you must be a full-time student and a member of a Virginia Baptist church.   These are annual scholarships, so you can apply every year.  Applications must be postmarked by January 31, 2021. For more information and to apply, go to www.vbfinc.org/scholarship.



Goshen’s Tuesday Morning Call-In Bible Study



11:00 AM

Please contact Rev. Henry Enochs for the conference call number at 434-660-4282.  There will not be a study on Tuesday, December 29.

Tuesday Morning Bible Study at First Baptist Dillwyn



10:00 AM
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December 2

Prayer Meeting at First Baptist Dillwyn (All Wednesdays)


6:30 PM



Meeting in the Fellowship Hall for Prayer Meeting with Choir Practice at 7:30 PM




The Youth Group also meets on Wednesday nights.  




Prayer & Bible Study at Goshen  (Wednesdays)



7:00 PM




NO Prayer  & Bible Study on Wednesday, December 30. 
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December 4 – 6 and 11 – 13

“Lights on the Lake” at Bear Creek Lake State Park


  5:00 – 7:30 PM

This is an annual event and anyone can drive-thru to look at the Christmas Lights and decorations.  The price of admission is a new toy for the Cumberland Christmas Mother Drive OR a cash donation.  Various groups/organizations/churches have displays.  This year Jones Chapel’s Youth Group decorated a display for the event!  Mark your calendar and drive-thru

for some safe Christmas cheer.

December 11

Blue Ridge Food Distribution at Crystal Cathedral (Drive-Thru)



Volunteers are needed at 9:30 AM.

December 11 – 13
“Christmas in America Lights & Living Nativity” at Central VA Christian School

6:00 – 8:00 PM
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CVCS is excited to welcome the community for a COVID-Friendly Christmas Drive-Through 

Event.  The event has been months in the making and will feature traditional Christmas characters, thousands of lights, and a celebration of our heroes and heritage.  The star of the event will be a celebration of our Savior highlighted with a living Nativity!  The event is completely FREE and open to everyone.  Enter Main Street at the intersection of Hwy 20 & 15 at Dollar General/Farmer’s Bank.  Traffic will ONE WAY with exit at the Dillwyn Pocket Park.  Cars already in the double-stacked line on Main St. at 8:00 PM each night will be let in; others will have to come back another night!  
December 13

Women on Mission at Fitzgerald Memorial 




9:00 AM
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                                                 December 13
  Christmas Service & Note Burning on the Lawn at Sharon


4:00 PM

All are invited to this outdoor service which will allow plenty of space to safely accommodate individuals and families on the lawn, and those who choose to remain in cars.  Come out and help us celebrate the birth of our Savior and the burning of the note on our Fellowship Hall!

December 16

JRBA Pastors’ Huddle at First Baptist Dillwyn



   NOON



Pastors, plan to join your fellow ministers for a time of rejuvenation and fellowship. 
December 19

5 Loaves 2 Fish Food Ministry at Antioch (Scottsville)
            9:30 – 10:30 AM
Drive-Thru Food Distribution observing social distancing.  Due to COVID-19, hot meals will not be prepared or given out with the food boxes.  

December 20

Christmas Luncheon at Fitzgerald Memorial 




  NOON
2
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                                    December 20
             Mt. Zion’s Live Nativity at Oak Grove Chapel



                             

                                   5:30 – 6:45 PM

                     1031 Chapel Road, New Canton  

             A Candlelight Service will follow at 7:00 PM.  
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December 21
Information for the January edition of the JRBA Calendar and newsletter are due today by 9:00 AM – by mail or email only.  Please include your Lottie Moon Christmas Offering Total-to-Date and your Christmas outreach projects.  

The JRBA Office will  be CLOSED for the holidays  
from Wednesday, December 23, 2020, until Monday, January 4, 2021.
 


 December 23

(PRE) Christmas Eve Service at Goshen




7:00 PM
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                        December 24 – Christmas Eve Services
                              Arvon


                    7:00 PM

                              Cedar (Drive-In)  

                    4:00 PM

                              First Baptist Dillwyn    
                    7:00 PM



    Fitzgerald Memorial (Candlelight)           6:00 PM
December 25 – Christmas Day
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Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord!

Luke 2:11 (NIV)
December 31

New Year’s Eve




For most of us 2020 has been a year different to any other we have experienced.  May we 




rejoice in knowing that God has not been surprised by anything that has happened, nor has He

forgotten His promises to us!  Let us look forward to 2021 with excitement for what He has in store!  May God richly bless you in the New Year. 
[image: image4.png]Happirs
Jaw f@ 7




3

LOOKING AHEAD>>>
January 1

NEW YEAR”S DAY

	JANUARY 4
ATTENTION:  JRBA OFFICERS & COMMITTEE CHAIRS
If you have a report for the Executive Board Meeting on January 11, please

send it in by TODAY so that it can be included in the packet!




January 11

JRBA Quarterly Executive Board Meeting at First Baptist Dillwyn

7:00 PM
Committees for 2021 will be voted on.   Masks are required and social distancing will be observed.
January 18

ATTENTION:  CHURCH CLERKS



TODAY is the due date for all remaining Annual Church Profiles!
January 31

Deadline for Scholarship Applications to Virginia Baptist Foundation.




Deadline to apply for the Bless Your Pastor Free Amazon Gift Card.
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THE “GATHERING” CHURCH
Options for worship and gathering continue to change.

Updates below as provided.
Antioch (Scottsville) continues to offer in-house worship services each Sunday at 9:00 and 11:00 AM, with cleaning being completed during the break.  To facilitate more members, during the 9 AM service, worship is held in the main center and the chapel simultaneously.  Children’s church and nursery are provided for the 11 AM service.  Worship also continues o be offered virtually and via radio in the parking lot.  (Christmas caroling and a Christmas Play will be held, dates yet to be determined.)
First Baptist Dillwyn continues to hold worship service in the sanctuary at 11:00 AM each Sunday.  The service is also broadcast on Facebook and Radio.  A combined Adult Sunday School Class is taught each Sunday at 10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall on the book of “Acts”.  Kristye Moxley’s Foundation Class meets on Zoom at 10 AM as well.  

Mt. Tabor is gathering weekly for worship with a small crowd in attendance. 

JRBA REACHES OUT>>>
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ALMA HUNT OFFERING FOR STATE MISSIONS

	CHURCH
	OFFERING-TO-DATE

	Antioch (Scottsville)
	$ 1,500.00

	Buckingham
	$    824.00

	Cedar
	$    771.00

	Chestnut Grove
	$    150.00

	Gladstone Memorial
	$      35.00

	Goshen
	$    450.00

	Jones Chapel
	$     40.00

	Mt. Tabor
	$    215.00

	Mt. Zion
	$    100.00

	Mulberry Grove
	$    560.00

	Sharon
	$    347.00

	Tar Wallet
	$    220.00
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2020 HOPE FOR APPALACHIA FALL COLLECTION - UPDATED

	CHURCH
	COATS
	HATS
	GLOVES
	SCARVES
	“SETS”
	BLANKETS
	OTHER

	Antioch Union
	24
	31
	54
	16
	
	9
	

	Arvon
	4
	4
	5
	
	
	1
	

	Buckingham
	20
	29
	40
	5
	
	
	4 pr. socks

350 pkg. homemade cookies*

3 large pans of pasta for team meals

	Cedar
	20
	62
	44
	9
	
	15
	1

	Chestnut Grove
	32
	49
	51
	5
	
	4
	

	Enon
	3
	11
	21
	
	
	5
	38 pr. socks

	First Baptist Dillwyn
	39
	42
	4
	1
	3
	5
	2

	Goshen
	12
	22
	27
	
	
	16
	1 pr. socks

	Jones Chapel
	
	
	
	
	
	
	$500.00**

	Mt. Zion
	11
	122
	72
	2
	
	18
	See below.***

	Mulberry Grove
	51
	
	
	
	31
	13
	Homemade Cookies for Teachers

$100.00****

	Sharon
	10
	31
	22
	3
	4
	7
	4

	Tar Wallet
	23****
	313
	366
	40
	43
	
	12 +

Stuffed Animals

	Brown’s Chapel Church
	30
	30
	30
	
	
	
	30+ pr. socks

	Hilton Baptist 

(Newport News)
	1
	23
	66
	
	15
	
	3 + 

49 pr. socks


*Buckingham and Mt. Zion worked together to prepare/package an additional 650 cookies for the teachers in the Kentucky schools. 

**Jones Chapel mailed a check to Hope for Christmas gifts for needy children in Kentucky.

***Mt. Zion also provided 28 drawstring backpacks for their school’s Kindergarteners containing pencils, sharpeners, erasers, candy, dolls for girls with handmade quilts/balls & dinosaurs for boys, coloring books, crayons and colored pencils, along with a hat and gloves (counted above).   They also provided 48 drawstring bags for the JRBA school Kindergarteners.  They provided 364 other items. 

****A family of Mulberry Grove sent $100 to the Resource Person of Bell Elementary to assist needy students.
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*****Tar Wallet – 23 coats that came in with spring Hope boxes.
[image: image15.jpg]



“HATS OFF” TO…

Rev. Woody Moore (Mt. Zion), Rev. Roger Woody (Chestnut Grove), 

and Wayne Gough (Mulberry Grove) who delivered all the donations for the Hope for Appalachia schools in Kentucky.  THANK YOU FOR YOUR DEDICATION AND HARD WORK IN GETTING THE DONATIONS TO THE SCHOOLS!  Also, a “Shout Out” to Henry Wood for providing his trailer to haul the items to Kentucky.  MANY THANKS, too, to all who participated in the Fall Drive for warm, winter clothing for the children of Kentucky, and to those who helped organzie the items for delivery.  May God bless you all for your faithfulness.  

                                5

                                                                          SAMARITAN’S PURSE OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOXES
	CHURCH
	# SHOEBOXES
	OTHER

	
	
	

	Antioch (Scottsville)
	232
	$2,043.00

	Buckingham
	27
	

	Cedar
	27
	

	First Baptist Dillwyn
	88
	

	Mulberry Grove
	43
	

	Tar Wallet
	59
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MISSIONS COMMITTEE
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I. The Blue Ridge Food Ministry continues to provide extremely wholesome food to about 320 persons at the Crystal Cathedral each month.  Due to Thanksgiving, the ministry only distributed food once during November, and because of Christmas, will only distribute food once during December, on the 11th.  We are so pleased that quite a few volunteers from our JRBA churches help with this wonderful ministry.  Thanks!
II. Hope for Appalachia:  Our sincere thanks to the chuches and individuals of our association (and others) for your generous gifts of winter clothes for our friends of Appalachia.  Also, sincere thanks to Rev. Woody Moore, Rev. Roger Woody, and Wayne Gough for delivering all the clothes to Appalachia on November 4 – 7.  
III. A Rise Against Hunger packaging event will be held as soon as possible so let us continue to set aside money for it and turn the money in to the Asssociation.
IV. Our churches are commended for carrying out mission work in innovative ways during the pandemic.  Let us continue to seek to reach out on mission for Jesus during the Christmas season and beyond.
Jimmy Dunn, Chair
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CHURCH OUTREACH
Antioch (Scottsville) held its 5 loaves 2 Fish Ministry on November 21.  Due to COVID-19, they do not prepare hot meals to give out with the food boxes, but the ministry continues to be a robust program serving an average of 80 families per month.  

Buckingham is workng on 14 Christmas boxes to distribute to folks in the community.  They will incude a turkey and all the trimmings – everything for a turkey dinner.  Buckingham expresses thanks for all who supported the Brunswick Stew Sale – 3 large pots were sold!  It was a huge success.  

Cedar’s Women on Mission, with the help of the church family, was able to provide Thanksgiving meals and groceries for 8 famlies.  Praise God for such a loving and generous church family.  The WOM are currently working on an Angel Tree for Christmas and collecting for the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering.  

Chestnut Grove is also collecting for families this Christmas.  Some of their members also work at the Food Bank.
First Baptist Dillwyn prepared and served ham and chicken dinners to a total of 99 veterans and their spouses on November 11.  The Drive-Thru event was much appreciated by those who attended.  About 25 meals were delivered to shut-ins as well.  FBC also prepared and delivered 125 – 130 Thanksgiving meals to shut-ins of the area on Sunday, November 22.  The Youth Group, under the leadership of Jennifer Taylor, completed 88 OCC shoeboxes.  Helping Hands continues to be on mission by sending out about 50 Thanksgiving cards to shut-ins, providing financial aid to persons in need, preparing and delivering cookies to the Dakota Tribe of Discovery School Boys and making plans to give them Christmas Goodie Bags as well, making many phone calls and some visits to persons who are lonely or in need, and giving a monetary gift to the Central Virginia Christian School to help with their Drive-Thru Christmas presentation.  

Fitzgerald Memorial recently sent out letters to all members with church updates.  Meals from the Thanksgiving lunch on November 15,  were delivered to shut-ins.

As Goshen did not sent out Thanksgiving plates and will not be doing Christmas fruit baskets as usual, they will be calling or sending cards to the ones they usually bless with those items.  
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Jones Chapel is helping a family of seven this Christmas by providing gifts, toys, food, clothing, etc.  Members of the church can select specific gifts to purchase or make a monetary donation toward needed items.  Jones Chapel is collecting for the Lottie Moon offering through December.  Their indoor yard sale was held on November 21, with a limited number of people (with masks) inside at any given time.  The Youth Group sponsored the yard sale with proceeds benefiting Missions.  Food items for Thanksgiving boxes were purchased and distributed to several families.  After contributing to the HOPE Christmas gifts for children in Appalachia, Jones Chapel is planning ahead for the HOPE spring box packing.  Collections are ongoing in order to pack as many boxes as possible.  

Mulberry Grove’s major focus for November was the Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes along with their involvement with the HOPE Mission Trip to Kentucky.  The outreach ministry is ongoing with calls, cards, food, and church literature.  Members continue to volunteer at the bimonthly food distribution at the Crystal Cathedral.  The major emphasis for December will be the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering and collecting underwear, winter items, and toiletries for the long-term residents at the Veteran’s Hospital in Richmond.  Mulberry Grove hosted a Harvest Festival on November 7.  Activities inclued a maze, a bouncey house, face painting, smores, music by Chris Lewis, picture opportunities, and a Brunswick Stew meal.  All the activities were outside with lots of fun and fellowship.  

Sharon’s congregation is currently focused on special collections to support the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering, Christ in Christmas, and GraceInside.  Rose of Sharon (WMU) prepared “Thankful Fall” treat bags, with accompanying scripture verses, and delivered them to homebound and members attending worship services.  Individuals continue reaching out across the broader community, sending cards, telephoning, delivering meals, and offering encouragement during front-porch visits.  

Tar Wallet provided 40 backpacks, a case of peanut butter, and several boxes of Ziploc storage bags for the Bland Ministry.  Gwynn and Phyllis Tyler delivered it to the center in October.

JRBA LEARNS AND GROWS>>>

JRBA PASTORS’ HUDDLE

On November 18, our James River Baptist Association Pastors met for a time of encouragement.  I am very thankful for these men and the time and energy they spend on the various churches in our association.  God is indeed good and we have much to be thanful for.  We are planning to meet again the third Wednesday in December (Dec. 16) for lunch and fellowship at First Baptist Dillwyn.  Pastors, I hope to see you there!











Michael











Rev. Michael Khol
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                     2020 BGAV VIRTUAL ANNUAL MEETING
                                        November 9 – 10

                                         (AS REPORTED)
Several folks from our JRBA Churches “attended” the BGAV Annual Meeting and enjoyed the inspiring Worship Service on Monday night featuring N. T. Wright in Bible Study as well as beautiful music. Those reported as “attendees” for the Annual Meeting and/or Breakouts are as follows:


Antioch (Scottsville):  
Rev. Dave Vogt and  Michael Farmer



Buckingham:  

Rev. Anthony Sacco, Pam Ragland,  and Betty Toney



First Batpist Dillwyn:  
Rev. John Moxley

Fitzgerald Memorial:  
Rev. Barry Vassar, Betty Newman, Jack Newman, Riley Wilson, Joyce Barrett, and Geraldine Whaley


Goshen:  

Rev. Henry Enochs



Mt. Zion:  

Rev. Woody Moore and Marilyn Snoddy

Mulberry Grove:  
Rev. Michael Khol, Rev. Willard Spurlock, Faye Spurlock, Frank Breault, Valeria Breault, Gwynn Tyler, Phyllis Tyler, and Austin Williams



Sharon:  

Audrey Ragland 
Hopefully, more of you viewed the recorded sessions after the fact.  They were available online until November 30.

Additionally, Marily Snoddy and Janice Moore, Mt. Zion, “attended” the WMUV Virtual Women’s Conference on November 6 – 7.
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MT. ZION LEARNS, GROWS AND REACHES OUT
In October Mt. Zion’s Girls in Action learned about the Send Relief organization and missions work being done in Asia.  They received the Christmas Wish Book for Send Relief and the children decided they would make a purchase of chickens and/or fish for Christmas to help those in need.  They learned motions to Exodus 14:13-14 to help them memorize the verse.  The children participated in packing food boxes for those in need and delivering to a special family.  They also collected monetary donations for Hunter Hawks, a 6-year old boy in the community going through cancer treatments for the second time.  They also made jar lanterns to remnd them to “shine” for Jesus!  

In November, the GA’s learned about Missions to the Military and missionaries serving near a Marine Base in California.  They learned about Jesus being baptized and the meaning of baptism.  The girls made poppies and attached prayer requests for our military members and families which were given out to church members to remember to pray for our military.  They also made turkeys with verses on them to give to family members as a reminder to thank God for all He has done for us and continues to do.

Mt. Zion’s WMU Program, held on November 11, was on Adoption Month.  They welcomed Ben and Melissa Brewer who shared their ongoing experience of adopting identical twins, Kayla and Kylie, who are now three years old.  Ben is the pastor at Calvary Baptist Church and Calvary Christian School in New Canton, VA.  They shared that when they were a young newly married couple they had wanted to do foster care, but were too young (minimum age is 25).  They went on to have their daughter and son and never thought any more about it until they were asked by a student’s grandmother to assist with her two newborn identical twin granddaughters.  Thy worked with Fluvanna Socail Services to become foster parents for what they thought would be a week, which led to months.  By the time the girls were two years old, they adopted them.  The girls were born at 26 weeks and had some medical and developmental issues, but are catching up to where they should be for their age.  Ben and Melissa shared that they could not imagine life without Kayla and Kylie now.  They shared that so many in the community stepped in to help, especially their 21 year old daughter.  People donated baby supplies, clothes, formula, diapers, meals, gas cards, babysitting time, etc.  They shared that although foster care is not for everyone, there are many ways others may be involved such as the things many in the community did to help them out.  Anyone can reach out to their local Social Services office to volunteer or donate.  Ben and Melissa shared that there is much need for prayer for the children in foster care, the parents that lose or give up their children, and the foster/adoptive families.  Mt. Zion gave each of the girls a backpack with their name on it, filled with an activity coloring book, crayons, and a blanket made by Anne Jones and Marilyn Snoddy as well as a monetary donation to assist with the girls’ needs.  
AN OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE>>>

MISSION BOXES

The Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of Virginia, the Baptist General Association of Virginia, the Women’s Misionary Union of Virginia, and Bluefield College are partnering in the Bridges for Hope ministry that exists to create sustainable change in the Bluefield VA/WVA region.  This community-based approach brings together gifted people and organizations to create the biggest impact possible.  When you give to Bridges for Hope, every single dollar given or box packed is invested directly in tangible needs in the region.  

What would a Bridges for Hope box look like?  The box would include stamps, water bottles, school supplies , and small toys that would be delivered to the Wade Center, one of the partner organizations and one of the only child care facilities in the Bluefield area.  

Giving to Bridges for Hope could be just the beginning of an amazing partnership for you and your church.  Churches are also encouraged to create a team to visit the region and see the impact being made.  Being on misson is more than just giving stuff away – missions is about partnership!  In this season of separation due to COVID, you and your church could take the first step in creating a new mission partnership by investing in Bridges for Hope!
For additional information or to donate to Bridges for Hope, contact Mark Snipes at msnipes@cbfva.org.

IN LOVING MEMORY>>>
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First Baptist Dillwyn members are deeply grieved over the death of their oldest member, John Griffin.  John was 96 years old and died at his home on Tuesday, November 17.  A memorial service will be held in the spring.
Jones Chapel is saddened to lose their oldest member, Mrs. Lavern Ownby, who was 94 years old.  She was a faithful, praying woman and she will be missed by all her family and friends.  
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HOPE FOR APPALACHIA VIRGINIA 
November Newsletter
God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
I Corinthians 1:9

God is indeed faithful!  … we are reminded that we have much to be thankful for.  Even in this season of fear amidst this pandemic, God opened the doors for our team to travel to Kentucky earlier this month.  Even though most of the children are not able tto attend school, it was such a blessing to be able to go to the schools and pray over the teachers and staff.

As you know, we were limited in our collection efforts for hats and gloves due to COVID.  But we serve a faithful God who is bigger than any pandemic!  We were blessed with an amazing number of hats, gloves, coats, and blankets.  To everyone that donated and prayed for us; thank you for your generous and faithful hearts!  Because of your efforts, there are many children in Appalachia who are experienceing not only the warmth of the clothing, but more improtantly,  they are experiencing the warmth of the love of Jesus Christ!

I want to encourage everyone to keep praying for our Spring 2021 trip.  We don’t know what will happen over the next several months, but I know who does!  God knows and He goes before us!  Pray that He will open doors for us to travel to schools, and that we will be able to share the hope and love of Jesus Christ with each student and teacher.  Again, thank each of you for your faithfulness.  I pray that you have a blessed Thanksgiving and Christmas season.  











God Bless,











Pastor Mike Dodson

BAPTIST COLLEGIATE MINISTRIES

Longwood & Hampden-Sydney
JRBA,

Thank you for your gift of $100.  We deeply appreciate your continued support of our ministry.  Your partnership allows us to continue serving on campus, and to keep reaching students for Christ!











Thank You!











Austin Williams











Interim Campus Minister

PIEDMONT HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

Dear James River Baptist Association,

When you give, lives are changed!  …the _____family cut the ribbon on their Habitat home in Charlotte.  With it, another door was opened to the tremendous benefits that come with safe, decent, affordable housing….When you donated to Habitat, you make these moments possible. Stable and secure housing remains a top need across all of our communities.  And thanks to you and others who embrace the idea that everyone deserves a decent place to live, we can step forward with bold plans to help many more in the year to come.  Currently, two “Brush with Kindness” repairs are underway in Nelson.  New construction groundbreaking will soon take place in Prince Edward.  And four new partner families across our service area continue to move forward in the pre-build partnership phase.  Thank you again for your recent donation ($100).










In partnership,











Jayne Johnson











Executive Director

PREGNANCY SUPPORT CENTER OF SOUTHSIDE VIRGINIA

Life Matters

As we reflect on the 2020 Walks for Life, we are so grateful.  We are confident that the Lord always provides a way through the hard times of life, but the way He does that often comes as a surprise.  

God has led these efforts of support and He has provided for His ministry of LIFE in the eight counties we serve.  Supporters and sponsors from all eight counties participated in the Walks for Life (in Farmville and Appomattox).

To God be the Glory, Great things He has done!

Preliminary totals:  Farmville - $32,114.00 + Appomattox - $13,884.00 = $45,998.00
9
Bless Your Pastor:  Jones Chapel participated in the “Bless Your Pastor” campaign.  Pastor Richard was very 

appreciative of this gift.  The church is grateful to Skip Wallace and Phyllis Tyler for informing

them of this opportunity to apply for a very generous gift, with so little effort required on their

part.  Thank you, Skip and Phyllis!  



Judy Ownby, Clerk
BLESS YOUR PASTOR
Information was sent out in late August to your church’s Treasurer and Deacon Chair on an opportunity to “Bless Your Pastor”.  The National Association of Evangelicals sponsored the event.  Your church needed to do three things in order for your pastor to receive a FREE $250 Amazon gift card to show appreciation for all the ways they are serving your congregation during this pandemic.  Here are the three things that need to be done:

1. Take up an offering for your pastor.  (No minimum amount.  Many of the churches do this in October for Pastor Appreciation Month anyway – that can count.)

2. Distribute the flyer from “Bless Your Pastor” that was sent.

3. Someone needs to complete the Reporting Form online at http://blessyourpastor.org/bless-your-pastor-reporting-form/
Your pastor will then receive an email informing him of the gift card and how to receive it.

Several of our pastors have already received their gift card and are very appreciative of them.  It is a very simple way to show them how much they are appreciated, especially if your church has already collected money or given gift cards for Pastor Appreciation Month.  You still have time to participate – deadline to submit the reporting form is January 31, 2021.
Churches that have thus far participated in the “Bless Your Pastor” opportunity:




Antioch Union, Buckingham, Goshen, Jones Chapel,

Mt. Tabor, Mt. Zion, Mulberry Grove, and Sharon
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JRBA CELEBRATES>>>
The church family of Antioch (Scottsville) feels blessed to have as their pastor, Rev. Dave Vogt.  To express their appreciation, Dave was “showered” with cards and gift cards on Sunday, September 25.
Buckingham recently welcomed two new members upon professions of faith:  Tara Finch and Tyler Halbohn.  Baptism will be held as soon as possible.

In honor of Pastor Appreciation Month, the Cedar family “showered” Pastor Tommy (and Margaret) on Sunday, October 25.  They were given cards, notes of appreciation, and gifts to show them how much everyone appreciates all that they have done during the past months of this pandemic.  Tommy has worked hard to be obedient to God during these difficult times.  He had given two sermons on Sundays to accommodate the church family’s needs and anything else that they have asked of him.  Cedar feels truly blessed to have Pastor Tommy and Margaret Armstrong as part of their family!  

Fitzgerald Memorial honored their pastor, Rev. Barry Vassar, with an Appreciation Lunch during October.
Mulberry Grove presented Rev. Michael Khol with a Love Offering  to show their appreciation for him and his leadership.  They also participated in the “Bless Your Pastor” opportunity.  Michael noted that he feels very “cared for” at Mulberry Grove and appreciated both the love offering and the Amazon gift card.    
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Mt. Zion Girls in Action
In October the Girls in Action were presented with their sashes and badges earned for their mission work in the past year.  Even with COVID and quarantine the girls were very active and earned a lot of badges.  Mt. Zion feels so blessed to have this group of young girls who are eager to learn and serve in the church and community and around the world.
GA Leader, Dorothy Davis, is pictured with GAs Lowyn Davidson, Payton Dawson, Khloe Snoddy, and Kaylee Snoddy. 
                10
FOR YOUR INFORMATION>>>

· ATTENTION CHURCH CLERKS:  The Annual Church Profile, along with the Leadership Profile and BGAV Supplemental Survey was due by October 21 from churches who operate on a October – September calendar.
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“HATS OFF” TO THESE CHURCH CLERKS WHO HAVE COMPLETED YOUR CHURCH FORMS:


Jackie Pearson – Antioch Union

 
Angela Bruschi – Arvon


Pat Allen – Cedar


Gloria Morris – Chestnut Grove


Brenda Parker – Fork of Willis


Virginia Cyrus - Gladstone


                         Jessica Carroll – Goshen




Carol Ownby  - Jones Chapel




Dorothy Davis – Mt. Zion




Denise Leatherwood – Mulberry Grove




Tammy Brown – Sharon

ALSO NOTE that for churches that operate on a January – December calendar, your 2020 Annual Church Profile is due to the JRBA Office by Monday, January 18, 2021.

· Information was send to Pastors on the interpretation of the recent COVID-19 restrictions and how they apply to churches.  I sent out information from Southern Baptist Conservatives of VA, Baptist News Global, Baptist General Association of VA, and the Virginia Department of Health.  Generally, for churches holding in-person religious services, the criteria is as follows:  

1. Religious services must be limited to no more than 50% occupancy.  

2. Individuals attending must be at least six feet apart when seated and must practice proper physical distancing at all times.  Family members may be seated together.  

3. Everyone aged five and over are required to wear face coverings.  

4. Seating should be marked and common areas should be marked in 6-ft. increments.  

5. Any items used to distribute food or beverages must be disposable, used only once and discarded.

6. Practical routine cleaning and disinfection of frequently-contacted surfaces must be conducted prior to and following any religious service.  

7. Signage should be posted at the entrance that states that no one with a fever or symptoms of COVID-19 is permitted to participate in the service.  Additional signage should be posted to provide public health reminders regarding physical distancing, etc.
8. If religious services cannot be conducted in compliance wit the above requirements, they must not be held in-person.  

NOTE:  The new executive order only requires one change for religious services – face coverings are required for everyone over the age of five (before it was the age of ten).   Additionally, gatherings that are not religious services (ex. “showers”, fellowship meals, etc.) must abide by the new 25 person limit.    
· ATTENTION AMAZON SHOPPERS:  Don’t forget to go to https://smile.amazon.com when you shop – enter your Amazon username and password and select James River Baptist Association as the non-profit to which you wish to donate.  Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of eligible purchases to JRBA.  This is a great way to financially support JRBA at NO cost to you. 
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FROM YOUR MODERATOR>>>
As we excitedly await the celebration of the birth of our Lord and King Jesus Christ during Advent, what can we do this year to make this more meaningful?  One thing is to start reading a chapter of the book of Luke on December 1, and read a chapter each day.  Luke has 24 chapters.  So by Christmas Eve you will have read the entire account of Jesus’ life and wake up Christmas morning remembering why we celebrate!  Another thing you can do is purchase the Advent study book, O Come, O Come Emanuel from Lifeway.  You can invite people to join you in the study on Facebook.  This is what some of us are doing, thanks to Dorothy Davis sharing this idea.  Like a speaker on the virtual WMU Getaway said, “During COVID, a lot of us have been feeling like our computer, we’re in the sleep mode.  We need to be refreshed.”  Whatever you do for this Christmas season while we are separated bodily, our spirits can grow closer together with Jesus Christ and our Brothers and Sisters in Him.  So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in a manger.  When they had seen Him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child.  And all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.   Luke 2:16-17
May you have a very Merry Christmas and Blessed New Year!










Marilyn Snoddy, Moderator
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KEEP IN PRAYER>>>
· Those who are lost and need to know the Savior

· All those affected by the Coronavirus Pandemic

· Peace of mind during this uncertain time

· COVID-19 Research (Medicine & Vaccine)
· All workers on the “front line”

· Teachers, staff, and school administrators & students
· HOPE:  Pray for the children receiving items from JRBA
· Tar Wallet as they search for a new pastor

· JRBA Churches & Pastors
· Government Leaders (County, State, & National) 
· All those affected by violence in our country

· Victoria Gina Vassile, JRBA WMU Project Ruth Adoptee

· Jimmy & Suzanne (Bryan) Brock – Church planters in Virginia Beach
· All those in our congregations who are ill or who have lost loved ones.
ASSOCIATION FINANCES
2020 – 2021
REGULAR BUDGET RECEIPTS
	Church
	November
	Year-to-Date

	Antioch (SV)
	$    250.00
	$    250.00

	Antioch Union
	
	

	Arvon
	
	

	Buckingham
	
	$    375.00

	Cedar
	
	

	Chestnut Grove
	
	

	Enon
	
	

	FBC Dillwyn
	
	

	Fitzgerald
	
	$    100.00

	Fork of Willis
	
	$    396.00

	Gladstone
	
	

	Goshen
	
	

	Jones Chapel
	$    136.00
	$    286.00

	Mt. Tabor
	
	

	Mt. Zion
	
	

	Mulberry Grove
	
	

	Sharon
	
	$    291.25

	Tar Wallet
	
	

	Individuals
	
	

	VBMB-Alma Hunt
	
	

	Amazon Smile
	$      7.25
	$     7.25

	TOTAL
	$    393.25
	$1,710.50


Approved Budget for 2020-2021:  $33,233.00

Total includes $7,082.00 carryover funds.  

NO INCREASE TO BUDGETED AMOUNTS.

TREASURERS:  Please note that unless a specific ministry or project is designated on the memo line of the check or in an accompanying note, the contribution will appear in the regular budget receipts. 

  ALSO NOTE:  Funds received are reflective of the Associational Year (Oct. 1, 2020 – Sept. 30, 2021), NOT the calendar year.

OTHER BUDGETED LINE ITEMS:

MISSIONS BLITZ
	Carryover from 2019-2020 
	$   975.00*

	Budget (2020-2021)
	$    250.00

	
	$1,225.00


*Carryover was rounded to even dollars.  
November Expenditure:  Home Repair - $48.79

No contributions for November.

AVAILABLE FUNDS:  $1,176.21
ADDITIONAL MISSIONS:

ALL monies expended for Additional Missions 

are listed each month.

	
	November
	Year-to-Date

	JRBA Budget
	
	$1,600.00

	TOTAL
	
	$1,600.00


Expenditures
Pregnancy Support Center (Farmville),  Fellowship of Christian Athletes, GraceInside, Gideons International, Longwood/Hampden Sydney BCM, BGAV Disaster Response, and Piedmont Habitat for Humanity - $100.00 Each =  $700.00 (Budgeted)

BALANCE IN ADDITIONAL MISSIONS:  $ 900.00
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RECEIPTS FOR 2021 RISE AGAINST HUNGER
	Church
	November
	Total-to-Date

	JRBA Budget (2019-2020)
	
	$    500.00

	Cedar
	
	$    220.00

	Enon
	
	$    400.00

	FBC Dillwyn
	
	$  1,043.60

	Gladstone
	
	$    688.00

	Goshen
	
	$   500.00

	Jones Chapel
	
	$    835.79

	Mt. Zion (WMU)

               (Church)
	
	$    500.00*

$    400.00

	Tar Wallet
	
	$      20.00

	BGAV
	
	$1,000.00

	    CARRYOVER TOTAL
	
	$6,107.00**

	JRBA Budget (2020-2021)
	
	$    500.00

	        TOTAL-TO-DATE
	
	$6,607.00


*Mt. Zion WMU - $500 in honor of Rev. Jimmy Dunn

**Carryover was rounded to even dollars.

BLAND MINISTRY CENTER
	
	November
	Year-to-Date

	JRBA Budget
	
	$    500.00

	TOTAL
	
	$   500.00


MISSION TRIPS
Budgeted:  $2,500.00

Expenditures
Hope for Appalacia Team – Rev. Woody Moore, Rev. Roger Woody,and Wayne Gough ($50 each) = $150.00

BALANCE = $2,350.00
NON-BUDGETED MINISTRY:
(ALL monies by donation.)
JOHN E. MANN, SR. BENEVOLENCE FUND
	DONATIONS
	November
	Year-to-Date

	Carryover from 2019-2020
	$6,292.28

	Buckingham
	
	$    170.00

	Sharon
	
	$    200.00

	TOTAL NEW DONATIONS
	
	$    370.00


Expenditures in November

$ 100.00
BALANCE:  $6,307.28
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